
WATSON TOWNSHIP MICHIGAN
1895 118th Ave. Allegan, MI 49010

PLANNING COMMISSION
MEETING DATE:  JANUARY 26, 2022

FINAL MINUTES

CALL TO ORDER:  7:00pm @ Watson Township Hall

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Recited

Chair, Bruce Bos recognized new Planning Commission Board member; John Caras

Joe Albers has stepped down from the Planning Commission and Chair, Bruce Bos,
shared his appreciation for Joe’s commitment and the importance of his voice in
Planning Commission matters.

ROLL CALL and Recognition of Visitors:
Present: Bruce Bos;  John Caras; Shawn Caulder; Bev McKinnon; Owen Ramey; Jay
Roberts-Eveland; Jack Wood

Quorum

Visitors: Recognized; Lori Castello (PCI), Zoning Administrator; Jason Derry (PCI);
Watson Township Board Members: Michelle Harris; Supervisor, Kevin Travis

CONFLICT OF INTEREST: None

PUBLIC COMMENT: (non agenda items):
Michelle Harris, asked if the Planning Commission would address the language in the
Zoning ordinance: Lot Area: section 6-3-D to eliminate the word “excluding.”

“....the minimum lot area for all uses created in this district shall be five acres
(217,800 square feet) excluding areas devoted to street right of way….”
(The Planning Board will address this issue late in the meeting).

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
Motion: Shawn Caulder
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Second: Bev McKinnon
Approved

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Motion:  Jay Roberts-Eveland
Second: Owen Ramey
Approved

OLD BUSINESS: None

NEW BUSINESS:
a. Begin the process of developing a Parks Plan for Watson Township.

Reasons to be discussed
b. Begin the process of assessing the review of the Watson Township’s

Master Plan
c. Review of ordinance clarification of road-right-of-ways. (To the road’s edge

or centerline)
d. Possible need for an ordinance to be created to regulate activity on

township property (hunting)
e. Any other business before the Planning Commission

Parks Plan: A long discussion took place- led by Bruce Bos and Lori Castello (PCI),
explaining the legal procedures of community and agency input. A “Notice of Intent To
Plan,” must occur- Lori will take care of posting the notice and contacting those who
must be notified by law.  There will also be a survey made available to community
residents as well as a Public Hearing to hear the voice of residents. Lori guided the
Planning Commission on procedures that will be necessary to occur before adoption of
a Parks Plan.

Review of Master Plan:
After much discussion and questions addressing the mandated 5 yr review of the
Master Plan, the Planning Commission will commit a specified amount of time, each
meeting, to the work of planning(Parks Plan) and review (Master Plan).  Bruce Bos laid
out how to move forward in addressing both the Master Plan Review and the Parks
Plan.  Shawn Caulder addressed the board about the

2



necessary data collections and pulling of necessary information for both the Parks Plan
and Master Plan.  He supported doing both at the same time. The board agreed to work
concurrently on these two matters.

Lori Castello( PCI), explained the overlap between data that would be needed for both
the Master Plan and Parks Plan and explained once again, the legal requirements for
notices, Public Hearings, and community engagement. She stated that this work will
take approximately 9-12 months (or more)  without interruptions of other Planning
Commission matters.  The board requested that PCI gather the necessary data.
Township Supervisor, Kevin Travis, addressed the board to further explain the reason
and need for a Parks Plan.  His statements included addressing the need for a Parks
Plan to be in place in the event that the township wanted to request grants for
environmental, recreational or open space projects.  He has a vision of reclaiming an
“old dump,” for recreational purposes.

Board agreement : To have Lori Castello,PCI,  secure a “Notice to Plan” and begin the
process for developing a Parks Plan and a  Review of the Master Plan.

Chair, Bruce Bos stated he saw a review of the Master Plan as minor and not a major
overhaul.  He addressed the board about Chapter #5 in need of review along with
suggestions from board members in identifying items to look at.
12th Ave. is still an issue for increased development and traffic for the Planning
Commission to review in Chapter #5.  Along with this discussion was the shared road
with Martin Township to the east side of the road.  That increased traffic also has an
impact on road usage.

Road Right of Way:
Zoning ordinance: Lot Area: section 6-3-D:

To date, the ordinance includes this following wording:
“....the minimum lot area for all uses created in this district shall be five acres
(217,800 square feet) excluding areas devoted to street right of way….”
(The Planning Board will address this issue late in the meeting).

MOTION: Per section Lot Size; 6-3-D, of the Watson Township Zoning Ordinance, it is
recommended that the ordinance be amended to eliminate the word “excluding.” That
all legal notices and protocols in amending the ordinance will be secured.
Motion:  Shawn Caulder
Second: Jay Roberts-Eveland
Passed

3



Lori Castello (PCI) will secure the notice and postings.

Township Property: The restrictions of usage on township owned properties has been
identified as a safety issue, and referred back to the Township Board for action.

MEMBER COMMENTS:  None

ADJOURN MEETING:
MOTION: Jay Roberts-Eveland
SECOND: Shawn Caulder
Adjourned @ 8:24pm

Meeting Dates:
February 23, 2022 @ Watson Township Hall - 7pm
March 23, 2022 @ Watson Township Hall - 7pm

Submitted by Jay Roberts-Eveland
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