
WATSON TOWNSHIP MICHIGAN
1895 118th Ave. Allegan, MI 49010

PLANNING COMMISSION
MEETING DATE:  October 27th, 2021

FINAL  MINUTES

CALL TO ORDER:  7:00pm @ Watson Township Hall

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Recited

ROLL CALL & RECOGNITION OF VISITORS:
Present: Joe Albers; Bruce Bos; Shawn Caulder; Owen Ramey; Jay
Roberts-Eveland; Jack Wood
Absent: Bev McKinnnon
Quorum

Visitors:  Recognized; Lori Castello, Zoning Administrator; Jason Derry (PCI);
Joel Eding; Jojo Land Co/First Choice Transport; Matt Double

CONFLICT OF INTEREST:  None

PUBLIC COMMENT: (non agenda items): None

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
Motion: Shawn Caulder
Second: Jack Wood
Approved

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Motion:  Shawn Cauder
Second: Jay Roberts-Eveland
Approved

(Per Joe Alber’s summary of his notes from the September 22, 2021 meeting-
corrections are recorded in amended minutes).

OLD BUSINESS: None



NEW BUSINESS:
a) Site Plan Review for Jojo Land Co., LLC for commercial property on M-222

Bruce Bos read Lori Castello’s clarifications on a site plan review: “...Site plan
review is required for all commercial development-this particular use is for
personal sales and services which is a use that is permitted by right in a
Commercial zoning district, so no SUP is needed…. No public notice is required
or made-this is an item that is performed by the Planning Commission as a
simple agenda item...Also MDOT is waiting for PC review/approval to grant a
driveway permit there as there is an access management provision there by
ordinance…”

Mr. Joel Eding, Jojo Land Co., LLC gave the board an overview of his intentions
for usage of the property.  His intent is to build a driveway and eventually put an
auction lot there.  He wants to build his storage building - 40’ x 40’; and the
application is for indoor storage/sales only.

Mr. Joel Eding, clarified that MDOT is not concerned about trucks on M222 but
had concerns about the driveway- MDOT moved it and made it wider.  It will be
concrete and according to MDOT regulations.

Lori Castello reviewed the site plans, ordinances, and codes for commercial
building and where the placement of building would be.  Also, a retention basin is
a part of the plan.  Joel Eding stated that there will be a fence along the west
property line that abuts the trailer park.  The east property line “is a fair amount of
room between the proposed building and the home to the east.”

Lori Castello further explained that any expansion will need to have a Special Use
Permit (SUP).

After much discussion among board members and Zoning Administrator, Lori
Castello the board’s questions were satisfied and a motion was made;

MOTION:  Joe Albers
SECOND: Owen Ramey
APPROVED:  ROLL CALL; 6-0:

Joe Albers: YES; Bruce Bos: YES; Shawn Caulder: YES; Owen Ramey: YES; Jay
Roberts-Eveland: YES; Jack Wood: YES



To approve the Site Plan submitted by Jojo Land Co./First Choice Transport, also
known as Parcel 23-024-022-02, for interior use only; office and storage use only,
and per requirements of MDOT requirements for driveway access.  Also, that all
other commercial building requirements are met.  The motion does not require
drain commission approval at this time.

Lori Castello, further informed Mr. Joel Eding of the process to receive an
address beyond parcel number.  She shared that the Health Department will issue
the address.

b) Begin the process of assessing the township’s Master Plan.
Statute requires local governments in Michigan to assess their current

master plan every five years in order to decide if the plan needs to be updated.

Bruce Bos prompted the board to review the Master Plan and he identified a
possible issue that we may want to consider addressing thru the proper public
hearings and notices required by law;
Bruce Bos shared minutes over the past years that addressed concerns about
article 604D- zoning ordinance  dealing with  “right away” and whether we should
consider “excluding” or “including” the right away in the 5 acre minimum for
building.

Joe Albers asked that we consider tabling this issue and in the next scheduled
Public Hearing we review article 604D.  Other Master Plan review will begin in the
next Planning Commission meeting with the Board encouraged to review the
Master Plan for further changes/inclusions - to update it.  Included in the Master
Plan update will be the Census Reports, demographics and other requirements
by law.  PCI, Lori Castello & Jason Derry will assist the Planning Commission in
the review and update.

c) Any other business which properly comes before the Planning Commission.
Jay Roberts-Eveland informed the Board that the permanent file for the

denial of an SUP for Northstar Aggregate, LLC., minus the meeting minutes of
tonight, will be filed in the Township Hall, immediately.  The final minutes will be
added within 5 days.

MEMBER COMMENTS:  None



ADJOURN MEETING:
MOTION: Jack Wood
SECOND: Owen Ramey
Adjourned @ 8:24pm

Meeting Dates:
November: NONE
December 8th

Submitted by Jay Roberts-Eveland


