
   

      Watson Township Board Meeting 
September 2, 2021 

 
 

Called to order: 7:02 P.M.-   
   
Present: 

In Person: Kevin Travis, Stephanie Caulder, Jack Wood and Kelli Morris 
Remote:  Michelle Harris 

Absent:  
 None.  
Agenda: 
 Trustee Harris made a motion to approve the agenda, Trustee Wood supported, all in favor, motion 
carried.  
Special Assessment District for Fire/ EMS Operations Hearing 

7:04 P.M.- Supervisor Travis opened the Fire/EMS hearing and opened public comment for the 
Fire/EMS Special Assessment.  
Public Comment:  

None. Public Comment closed at 7:04.  
Supervisor Travis read Resolution 09022021-1 for the Continuation of Special Assessment Roll for Special 
Assessment District Fire-EMS. Treasurer Caulder made a motion to adopt Resolution 09022021-1 for the 
Continuation of Special Assessment Roll for the Special Assessment District for Fire-EMS, Trustee Wood 
supported, roll call vote:  Harris-yes; Morris-yes; Caulder-yes; Wood-yes; and Travis-yes. The supervisor 
declared Resolution 09022021-1 passes by a vote of 5-yes and 0-no votes.  
Special Assessment Hearing closed: 7:07 P.M. 
REGULAR MEETING: 
Agenda: 
 Trustee Harris made a motion to approve the agenda, Treasurer Caulder supported, all in favor, motion 
Minutes: 
 Trustee Wood made a motion to approve the minutes for August 5, 2021, Trustee Harris supported, all 
in favor, motion carried.  
Bills:   

Clerk Morris made a motion to pay the bills in the amount of $18,781.82, Trustee Wood supported, all 
in favor, motion carried.  
Treasurer’s Report: 
 Treasurer Caulder read the Treasurer’s report. Trustee Wood made a motion to accept the report as 
presented, Clerk Morris supported, all in favor, motion carried.  
PUBLIC COMMENT:  Open 7:09 P.M. – Closed 7:15 P.M. 
 Rachelle Smit addressed the board and let everyone know of her choice to run for State Representative 
for Michigan’s 80th District. She explained a bit about her background and her vision for the future in that 
position.  
Sue Whitefield addressed the board with concerns in receiving her absentee ballot. Her concerns were that they 
were not received timely. Her concerns were addressed by Clerk Morris.  
Public comment closed at 7:17 P.M. 
REPORTS: 

A. Planning Commission: 
Trustee Wood reported that the Planning Commission has resolved that doing independent studies 
would cost in the neighborhood of $40,000.00, which is not in the budget. The planning commission 
will use the data provided by NorthStar Aggregates. The planning commission will also begin to look 
over the “Master Plan.”  The supervisor would like to be sure there is a “Parks Plan” included in the 
Master Plan. The planning commission is ready to move forward with a decision on the current topic.  
 



   

B. Ordinance Enforcement: 
There were two citations given this month. One on 14th Street at the site of a burnt-out trailer, and the 
other on 12th Street.  

C.  Cemetery Sexton:  
None.  

D. Libraries: 
None. 

E. County Commissioner: 
None.  

F.  Martin Fire Department: 
Chief Knight reported a busy month with a couple of calls in Watson Township. He also reported that 
they are working with WAEMS and going to use the Martin Fire Department as a satellite teaching site 
for the EMS.           

G. HAFD: 
None.  

Old Business: 
A. .  Internet: 

The board discussed internet services that had been researched. The supervisor shared that going 
with Mich Wave could cost upwards of $15,000.00. Chief Knight of the Martin Fire Department 
shared a plan that they have through AT&T, called “FirstNet.”  This is specific for certain entities, 
and he has been very pleased with the service.   

B. Benches:   
The supervisor explained that the benches just need to be ordered and the cement pad poured.  

New Business:   
A. Letter from P.C. Schenk RE: NorthStar Aggregates LLC: 

 
Supervisor KevinTravis addressed an email he received from Lori Castello, our Zoning administrator, 
from Gary Schenk, Attorney for Northstar Aggregate LLC. as he was preparing for the township 
meeting.  The email was in regards to Northstar Aggregates, LLC- Offer for Conditional Zoning.  
Supervisor Travis read the hard copy of the email (this email will be added to the permanent meeting 
record).   

 
Supervisor Traivs stated that his initial reaction is that this offer should be left to our Planning 
Commission, because they are the ones with all of the facts.  He furthered, that on this issue, it is 
inappropriate for the Board to direct them how to analyze the evidence.  The Planning Commission is 
an independent fact checker; it would be like jury tampering. The Township board has no business 
telling the Planning Commission what decision to make, as they have much more to consider than what 
is before this board. They have the evidence before them.  What little he knows of this case, he stated 
that it sounds like Northstar Aggregate LLC. admits there is going to be financial hardship- which is one 
of the factors for very serious consequences; Supervisor Traivs continued; “ it should be noted that the 
proposed gravel mine is for our only R2 zoned property in the entire township.   From his perspective it  
would be very beneficial to have a higher density of homes built on the property as it was zoned for. He 
believes having a mine on this specific property would cause a complete disruption of our zoning plan- 
which is another very serious consequence;” He stated that the township board is much more political 
and sensitive to the “wants of the people,” as compared to the Planning Commission that is a finder of 
facts. “ I can tell you very few are in support of this.   A vast majority of residents are opposed to it.” 
This is an area of the township with the highest population density, around Big Lake, and a lot of folks 
use this corridor, 12th St,  and it is right in the middle of their commute and where they live. This is my 
opinion and in no way should this be waded in any type, manner, or form.  It is the Planning 
Commission  as an independent arbiter and determiner of facts that will make that determination of 
their own good judgement.  Quite frankly, the board should table any discussion. “ 

 
Jack Wood commented that  it is the exact right move to let the Planning Commission discuss this offer 
of Conditional Zoning from Northstar Aggregates, LLC 



   

 
Michelle made a motion to table Northstar Aggregate offer and defer it to the Planning Commission 
based on them being better suited to make a decision; based on fact they have been working on it 
for a long time and know more about making a good decision on it at this time, Trustee Wood 
supported, all in favor, motion carried.  

   Adjourn:  
Supervisor Travis made a motion to adjourn, Trustee Wood supported, all in favor, motion carried.  
Meeting adjourned -   7:38 P.M.  
 
 
 

_____________________________________          Kelli Morris—Watson Township Clerk 


