
   

      Watson Township Board Meeting 
January 7, 2021 
Remote Meeting 

 
Called to order: 7:03 P.M.-  
   
Present: 

Kevin Travis, Stephanie Caulder, Michelle Harris, Jack Wood and Kelli Morris 
Absent:  
 None. 
Agenda: 

Clerk Morris made a motion to approve the agenda as amended, Treasurer Caulder supported, roll call 
vote: Morris-yes; Harris-yes; Wood-yes; Caulder-yes; Travis-yes; all in favor motion carried.   
Minutes: 
 Trustee Harris made a motion to approve the minutes, Trustee Wood supported, Roll Call Vote: 
Caulder- yes; Harris-yes; Wood-yes; Morris-yes; Travis-yes; all in favor, motion carried.   
Bills:   

Clerk Morris made a motion to pay the bills in the amount of $11,604.81, Trustee Harris supported, Roll 
Call Vote: Morris-yes; Caulder-yes; Harris-yes; Wood-yes; Travis-yes; all in favor, motion carried.   
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 Jerome Burchart-Commented that he would like to see the board put some pressure on PCI to put 
some extra effort into code enforcement with regard to the junk and blight ordinance.  
REPORTS: 

A. Planning Commission: 
Trustee Wood reported having no meeting for last month due to COVID-19 restrictions they have 
postponed the meeting until January 27, 2021.       

B. Cemetery Sexton:   
No report- Clerk Morris did want to send condolences to the Taylor family, as Carolyn Taylor has 
passed this month.      

C. Libraries: 
Supervisor Travis read a report for Hopkins Library submitted by Tim McKinnon. 

D. County Commissioner: 
Commissioner Dugan wished everyone a happy new year!  He reported on the recent commission 
meetings which included adopting a COVID 19 Safe Work Plan.  The board approved steaming live 
meetings and the procedures for that.   He explained what has been going on with the committees he 
currently serves on including the Medical Care Facilities committee as well as others.  Lastly, he 
explained the process of the “job share” positions at the county and the fact that because of difficulty in 
audits and compensation, they are currently considered part time positions.    

E. Supervisor:   
Supervisor Travis gave an update of the County Road Commission meeting he attended.  He explained 
that $50,000.00 would be allotted to Watson Township for road projects.  There was discussion w/ 
Hopkins Township for pavement of 124th Ave. up to U.S. 131, and Watson’s portion of this project 
would be $30,000.  Also, some road signs and graffiti on the area of 120th Ave. and Big Lake.  The 
Allegan Road Commission replaced the ones that were damaged and stolen in the area.  He also would 
like to thank Jeff Gouker and the rest of the MDOT crew who repainted the graffiti on the overpass at 
120th Ave., making it look like brand new.   

F. Martin Fire Department: 
Captain Thomas sent out information on invoicing fire calls and also sent information to Trustee Harris.  
He also gave a detailed report on 166 calls for 2020, of which 19 were in Watson Township.  He did 
confirm that the vehicle that would be used for future first responders was involved in an accident and it 
was currently being repaired and should be up and running by March or April.  Chief Knight also 
expressed that he would like a new copy of the coverage area for Martin in Watson Township with more 



   

clarity.  Supervisor Travis will ask that Eric Alberta of HAFD, make contact with the mapping dept. at 
the county and provide a new map with better clarity.     

G. HAFD: 
An update was given on the year end totals for the department, with the department responding to over 
530 calls.   As well as the news that a DNR Grant to help bring an ATV vehicle to the Watson Station.  
Lastly, some of the layout ideas were explained as to the configuration of the equipment.    

Old Business: 
A. None: 

New Business:   
A. Planning Commission: 

Michelle made a motion to re-appoint Barb Wrobleski to the planning commission for a 3 yr. term, 
Trustee Wood supported; roll call vote: Morris-yes; Harris-yes; Caulder-yes; Wood-yes; and Travis-
yes; 5-yes and 0-no votes- motion carried.    

B. Designate Assessor Contract with Allegan County: 
The supervisor explained the protocol suggested for the township to have a designated assessor.  
Trustee Harris made a motion to contract with the county to provide service as the Designated 
Assessor, Clerk Morris supported, roll call vote:  Harris-yes; Caulder-yes; Morris-yes; Wood-yes; 
and Travis-yes; 5-yes and 0-no votes; motion passed.   

C. AT &T Internet: 
Treasurer Caulder explained the problems she has been having with the current internet and the fact 
that she has been unable to send the reports needed to the county.  The board went over the current 
issues and the different options available to the township for service.  Some options discussed were 
Camp Communications, Surf Air Wireless, and Michwave.  Lieutenant Beilby of HAFD also 
explained that there is an opportunity to staff the fire department station, but it requires that the 
township have internet and the township is losing many man hours and opportunities because of the 
lack of internet.  The supervisor will reach out to AT& T and the board will go from there to 
continue to try to remedy the issues with the internet service at the township.     
   

    Adjourn:  
Trustee Wood made a motion to adjourn, Treasurer Caulder supported, all in favor, motion carried.     
Meeting adjourned -   7:52 P.M.  
 
 
 

_____________________________________          Kelli Morris—Watson Township Clerk 


