
Watson Township Planning Commission 

July 22, 2020 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

Call to order-  
Chairman Shawn Caulder called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 
 

1. Pledge of Allegiance was recited.   
 
2. Roll call and recognition of visitors- 

Present:  Shawn Caulder, Bev McKinnon, Barb Wrobleski, Jay Roberts-
Eveland, Jack Wood and Bruce Bos.    
Absent:  Joe Albers  
      
Visitors:     
     Heather Mitchell from PCI 
     Carl Wrobleski of 2179 20th St. 
     Kevin Christensen of 1312 117th Ave. 
     Tari Wright of 1312 117th Ave. 
     Owen Ramey of 1850 13th St. 
     Kevin McCall of 1898 Pleasant View Ave. 
     Matt Double 
     Justin Hoodonor   120th Ave. 
      

3. Public Comment not on Agenda. 
 
None 
 
 

4. Reading and review of the Agenda.   
Jay motions to accept the agenda as written.  Barb seconds the motion 
and motion was passed.   
 

 
5. Reading and review of the Minutes from the June, 2020 meeting.   

Jay asks PCI if there was any site visit?  Lori Costello representing PCI 
answered no, not yet.  Then Bev motions to accept the minutes as 
written.  Jack seconded the motion and motion was passed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



    7.   Old Business:    
 
  Shawn moves to a continuation of the Public Hearing from last month’s 
 meeting and opens the floor to public comment. 
 
 Owen Ramey objects to the setbacks and would like to see the wording in 
 the proposed amendment changed from 150 feet to 300 feet, the 
 processing plant from 200 feet to 300 feet, berming should be 200 feet  
 and their height increased to 12 feet.  He would also like to see the hours 
 of operation limited to Monday thru Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Also, trees 
 planted along the road should be minimally 8 feet high. 
 
 No other public comments. 
 
 General discussion among the commission members.  Bev believes the 
 proposed amendment was acceptable.  Further discussion as to Owen 
 Ramey’s re-proposals.  PCI also reviews the concerns.  Shawn asks can we 
 limit the operation times of crushing?  Lori from PCI replied no…not 
 really.  She then went into detail about her experiences being near a 
 crusher in operation.  Shawn then talks about the terms of any violation. 
 
 Jay makes a motion to add wording to “review and inspection fees” to 
 operator must respond in writing as to an improvement plan to remedy 
 within 2 weeks of a violation notice.  Bev seconded the motion and the 
 motion was passed. 
 
 Bev motions to recommend forwarding to and submission of the 
 proposed amendment to the township board for their review and 
 approval.  Barb seconded the motion. 
 
 Roll call vote takes place: 
 Jack voted yes. 
 Bev voted yes. 
 Barb voted yes. 
 Jay voted yes. 
 Shawn voted yes. 
 Bruce voted yes. 
 
 Motion was approved and proposed amendment will be submitted to the 
 township board for their review. 
 
 Shawn closes the public hearing for the amendment proposal. 
 
 
 
 



 Shawn then opens the Public Hearing as the SUP application received 
 from John Clugston and his company JLC Underground for amending the 
 existing SUP on the parcel he purchased from Paul Jaeger’s estate.   
 
 There was no public comment. 
 
 Shawn had talked to the Allegan County Road Commission regarding 
 vehicular traffic on 12th Street.  They said they had no data that would 
 have any bearing on the proposed amended SUP. 
 
 General discussion among the commission members.  Jay wants to see 
 evergreens planted along the road frontage on 12th Street.  Bruce stated 
 that he believes the existing SUP was and is sufficient for this parcel in 
 the industrial zoning district.  More discussion takes place.  Jay also 
 stated she didn’t like the existing chain link fencing acting as a security 
 border as accepted in the existing SUP.  Jay motions for a vinyl 
 screening to be used and maintained in conjunction with the existing 
 fence.  Jack seconded the motion.  Shawn asks for a roll call vote as 
 to the amendments to the existing SUP. 
 
 Shawn voted yes. 
 Bruce voted no. 
 Jay voted yes. 
 Barb voted yes. 
 Bev voted yes. 
 Jack voted yes. 
 
 The motion was passed. 
 
 Next, Shawn reads the general standards for criteria of approval of SUP.
 The planning commission then went through Section 15.02 General 
 Standards to determine if a Special Land Use would be allowable and 
 permittable in this case.  Our findings of fact were as follows: 

 
a) Will the proposed use be compatible with the other uses expressly 
 permitted with the district?  We found the proposed use would 
 comply as there were already a SUP for contractors yard on this 
 site.  
 
b) Will the proposed use be consistent with the capacities of public 
 services and facilities affected by the land use?  The proposed use 
 was found to be in compliance as there is already a SUP for 
 contractors yard on this site.   
 
c) Will the proposed use not be detrimental or injurious to the use or   
 development of adjacent properties or to the general 
 neighborhood?  The proposed use does comply as there is already 
 a SUP for contractors yard on this site. 



 
d) Will the proposed use promote the public health, safety, morals 
 and general welfare of the community?  We found the proposed use 
 does comply as there is already a SUP for contractors yard on this 
 site. 
 
e) Will the proposed use encourage the use of lands in accordance 
 with their character and adaptability.  The proposed use was found 
 to comply as there is already a SUP for contractors yard on this 
 site. 
 
f) Will the proposed use meet the standards required by the planning 
 commission for the allowance of this Special Land Use and will, in 
 its judgment, be met at all times by the applicant or its assigns?  
 We found the proposed use does comply as there is already a SUP   
 for contractors yard on this site. 
 
 
Bev made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Barb seconded the 
motion and the meeting was adjourned. 

     
      Meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by,  
 
 
Bruce Bos  
Watson Township Planning Commission Secretary 


