
   

      Watson Township Board Meeting 
May 7, 2020 

 
Called to order: 7:04 P.M. 
   
Present: 

Kevin Travis, Sue Jones, Michelle Harris, Jack Wood and Kelli Morris 
Absent:  
 None. 
Agenda: 

 Treasurer Jones made a motion to approve the agenda, Trustee Harris supported, all in favor, motion 
carried.    
 
New Business:   

A. HAFD Redistricting- presentation by members of the HAFD:   
Trustee Harris explained that the reasons the board had for redistricting fire coverage for the 
township, with the main reason being financial.   
Trevor Beilby of the Hopkins Area Fire Department gave a presentation explaining the current role 
of the HAFD as well as its current coverage areas.  He also explained that the township is a member 
of the HAFD, which means that the township has part ownership and use of all equipment and 
resources of the HAFD.  The HAFD also has first responders that currently cover the area being 
proposed for redistricting.  He also explained that the redistricting is in no part because of any lack 
of service the township has received from Martin Fire Department in the past.  He went on to say 
that the Martin Fire Department has always provided stellar service to our community and the 
HAFD looks forward to always having a good relationship with Martin Fire Department as well and 
continuing to always support mutual aid between the departments.   
There was some discussion on billing for Watson Township fire calls and Martin Fire Chief 
mentioned that Martin does not bill for Watson’s fire calls.  Jay Eveland asked if Martin also had 
“Water Rescue” equipment and Martin Fire Department explained that they did have suits, ropes, 
and other water equipment, but currently no boat.   
Lieutenant Beilby thanked the Martin Fire Department for all the great service they have provided 
and being part of the meeting this evening.  Treasurer Jones expressed that along with this 
redistricting there would be some added costs for coverage and equipment that would need to be 
considered.  Therefore, she would be more comfortable making this decision after the special 
assessment is renewed for this year.  Trustee Harris asked the Martin Fire Department if the subsidy 
we pay them goes into their general budget and was answered that it goes directly to the Fire 
Department Budget.   
Treasurer Jones made a motion to table the redistricting until more information on the cost is 
gathered, Trustee Harris supported, all in favor, motion carried.   
   

Minutes: 
 Treasurer Jones made a motion to approve the minutes, Trustee Harris supported, all in favor, motion 
carried.   
Bills:   
 Trustee Harris made a motion to pay the bills in the amount of $13,649.60; Treasurer Jones supported, 
all in favor, motion carried.   
Treasurer’s Report: 
 Treasurer Jones gave a treasurer’s report for the month.   

 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 Ken Pardee mentioned that the information on the ambulance service in the newsletter is incorrect, as it 
does not mention that if you purchase 3 years of ambulance service you receive the fourth year free.         



   

New Business: 
A. Dust Control and Road Maintenance Resolution:               

The supervisor explained that after speaking with MTA and Kevin Kutscher the board would like to 
possibly ask for a new dust control budget that would include the possibility of road maintenance or 
repairs if they should arise.  Supervisor Travis read Resolution # 05072020-1 Dust Control and Road 
Maintenance Millage; Trustee Wood made a motion to adopt the resolution, Clerk Morris supported, roll 
call vote:  Wood-yes; Morris-yes; Harris-yes, Jones-yes; and Travis-yes; the supervisor declared the 
resolution passed by a vote of 5-yes and 0 no votes.   

B, Amazon Prime Account:   
Treasurer Jones made a motion to open an Amazon Prime account to be able to get supplies and needed 
items more easily, Clerk Morris supported, all in favor, motion carried.      

 
Reports: 

A. County Commissioner- Gale Dugan: 
None. 

B. Planning Commission:  
The next planning commission meeting will be held on June 24th.       

C. Fire Chief: 
None. 

D. Cemetery Sexton:    
Mark Simpson reported one burial last month.  He also reported that he is working on the foundations 
and flags for veterans will go out soon.   

E. Library Reports:  
None.       

F. Supervisor’s Report:  
The supervisor gave an update on the dump, including the survey has been completed and our current 
fence encroaches on the neighboring property and the neighbor’s property encroaches on our property 
on the opposite side.  Additionally, they did take a new water sample and will have results soon.  He 
also reported that the pumping of “Big Lake” will begin soon, with water being sent through Miller and 
Ash properties.   
     

Old Business: 
None.    

Memorandum of Charles Andrysiak: 
 The board spent some time remembering Chuck and expressing what a Kind, Caring, and 
Compassionate person he was.  The entire board and township residents will miss him both personally and as a 
wonderful servant of the township.  He will be missed greatly, always remembered fondly for his service to the 
township and his kindness and compassion for everyone.      

    
Adjourn: 
Supervisor Travis made a motion to adjourn, Treasurer Jones supported, all in favor, motion carried.     
Meeting adjourned -   8:39 P.M.  
 
 
 
 

_____________________________________          Kelli Morris—Watson Township Clerk 


