
   

      Watson Township Board Meeting 
June 4, 2020 

 
Called to order: 7:00 P.M. 
   
Present: 

Kevin Travis, Sue Jones, Michelle Harris, Jack Wood and Kelli Morris 
Absent:  
 None. 
Agenda: 

 Treasurer Jones made a motion to approve the agenda with the addition of the bulletin board, Trustee 
Harris supported, all in favor, motion carried. 

    
Minutes: 
 Treasurer Jones made a motion to approve the minutes, Trustee Harris supported, all in favor, motion 
carried.   
Bills:   

There was discussion on the Republic Waste invoices.  Trustee Harris made a motion to pay the bills in 
the amount of $9,904.24; Treasurer Jones supported, all in favor, motion carried.   
Treasurer’s Report: 
 Treasurer Jones gave a treasurer’s report for the month.   

 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 Ken Pardee along with Jack Eveland donated their time and Ken’s truck and trailer to haul $300.49 in 
donated scrap metal from during the first round of spring cleanup and donated those proceeds to the Hopkins 
Area Fire Department.  Both the township board and the fire department would like to express their gratitude 
for their effort and contribution.   
Martin Fire Department: 

Dillon Thomas of the Martin Fire Department addressed the board and audience and gave a short 
synopsis of the business of the Martin Fire Department.  He mentioned that they had two new members join the 
department along with four new cadets (high school age kids) that will become members in the future.  He also 
mentioned that the department would be adding Ag Responder training, as they department received a grant 
from CHS, and now they are only waiting for the current Covid epidemic to change in order to get started with 
the training.   
Hopkins Fire Department: 

Lieutenant Trevor Beilby also gave a report, beginning with thanking Lieutenant Thomas for attending 
and reporting. Lieutenant Beilby also spoke more about the Ag Rescue training that is going to be provided, and 
mentioned the department had set a goal of $6,000.00 and have collected over $5,000.00 so far with most 
farmers and business donating on the spot when approached about the training.  Lieutenant also introduce a new 
member Tim Holmes located in Watson Twp.  He reported that HAFD also has a “Cadet” program that is 
currently in the infant stages.  He thanked everyone involved for the donation of the scrap metal proceeds.  He 
mentioned that the departments “pumper tanker” had recently blew a computer and members of the Hopkins 
force were able to repair the computer saving money and time.  Ken Pardee asked about the storage bin 
equipment, and Lieutenant Beilby explained in more detail about the equipment that would be used is a rescue 
of this nature was necessary.   
Reports: 

A. Planning Commission: 
None. 

B. HAFD : 
Noted Above. 

C. Cemetery Sexton:   



   

D. Mark Simpson reported one foundation was put in and all the flags are in.  Mark mentioned if anyone 
knows of anyone that does not have a flag, please let him know so he can mark it properly.  He also 
mentioned that he has had some complaints about foundations sinking form critters burrowing under 
them and eating plants that have been planted.  He wants to remind folks that are decorating the 
cemetery that all plants must be in pots and no plants should be directly in the ground.   

E. Libraries: 
None. 

F. County Commissioner: 
Gale Dugan gave a report on the current “dashboard” for the Covid Epidemic noting the county had 561 
cases currently.  The county has held a public health presentation and looked at some long-term effects 
of epidemics such as this current one.  He also gave a report on how the jail was being handled in this 
epidemic.  He also spoke a little on the George Floyd happenings and gave the board his opinions on 
that subject as well.  Lastly, he congratulated Jay Roberts- Eveland on joining the Community Mental 
Health Board.   

G. WAEMS:   
 Ken Pardee reports that the WAEMS is still hiring for an office position.   
 
New Business:   

A. Alternate Meeting Location Resolution:   
Supervisor Travis explains that PCI (Professional Code Inspections) recommends that the township 
have a resolution in place for an alternative meeting place should a meeting be necessary that our 
current township hall could not accommodate.  The suggestion is Allegan Township Hall, which is 
5.6 miles west of our Watson Township Hall.  Our township hall currently holds around 80 
occupants.  Treasurer Jones makes a motion to accept Resolution #06042020-1 to adopt the Allegan 
Township Hall as an alternate meeting location, Trustee Harris supports; roll call vote: Morris-yes; 
Travis-yes; Harris-yes; Jones-yes; and Wood-yes; the supervisor declared the resolution passed by a 
vote of 5 yes and 0 no votes.    

B.    Email G Suite: 
Recently the website had some issues when transferring from Bloomindale communications to Go 
Daddy.  The suggestion going forward is to purchase a G suite which would cost twelve dollars per 
email.  There is some discussion on the subject and the possibility of contacting MTA to inquire.  
The board will also contact Clark Technical Services for information.  Trustee Harris makes a 
motion to table the discussion on the G suite until a later meeting, Treasurer Jones supports, all in 
favor, motion carried.   

  Old Business: 
A. HAFD Resolution of Intent: 

Supervisor Travis read Resolution # 06042020-2 HAFD Redistricting Resolution of Intent.  There 
was discussion on the finality of that and the board decided to change all the “will” references to 
“would”.  It is also clarified that Martin Fire Department will get the subsidy for this fiscal year as 
planned.  Trustee Wood made a motion to adopt Resolution #06042020-2 HAFD Redistricting 
Resolution of Intent, Trustee Harris supported: Roll Call Vote:  Wood-yes; Jones-yes; Travis-yes; 
Harris-yes; Morris-yes. The supervisor declared the resolution passed by a vote of 5-yes and 0-no 
votes.   

B. Bulletin Board:   
Treasurer Jones explained that the board we had approved has and additional cost of over $100 to 
ship for a total of $704.00.  Trustee Harris made a motion to approve the purchase and shipping of 
the new bulletin board in the amount of $704.00, Supervisor Travis supported, all in favor, motion 
carried.   

       Adjourn: 
Supervisor Travis made a motion to adjourn, Treasurer Jones supported, all in favor, motion carried.     
Meeting adjourned -   8:26 P.M.  

_____________________________________          Kelli Morris—Watson Township Clerk 


