
   

      Watson Township Board Meeting 
July 2, 2020 

 
Called to order: 7:00 P.M. 
   
Present: 

Kevin Travis, Sue Jones, Michelle Harris, Jack Wood and Kelli Morris 
Absent:  
 None. 
Agenda: 

 Treasurer Jones made a motion to approve the agenda with amendments, Trustee Wood supported, all 
in favor, motion carried. 

    
Minutes: 
 Treasurer Jones made a motion to approve the minutes, Trustee Harris supported, all in favor, motion 
carried.   
Bills:   

  Trustee Harris made a motion to pay the bills in the amount of $23,963.00; Trustee Wood supported, 
all in favor, motion carried.   
Treasurer’s Report: 
 Treasurer Jones gave a treasurer’s report for the month.   

 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 Ken Pardee made a comment that there was discussion on Facebook about what the cost would be to 
return an election ballot.  There was some discussion among board members and audience members which 
resulted in a clarification on the cost of returning a voted ballot by mail.     
Reports: 

A. Planning Commission: 
It was reported that because of some issues with the township website and noticing- the Planning 
Commission Chair decided to table the two main issue until the notices can be properly made.   

B. Martin Fire Department: 
Assistant Chief Thomas gave a detailed report including information on specific services and 
information that pertains to Watson Township.  Helen Goyings asked if her insurance rates would be 
raised if the township changed the coverage areas.  Lieutenant Beilby answered her question explaining 
that it will not and that in large part due to mutual aid and having a mutual aid agreement in place.  Ms. 
Goyings also asks about the number of calls that the departments responded to.  Lieutenant Beilby 
answers this question and further explains that many calls have both departments responding.  Ms. 
Goyings also expresses her gratitude for including the Martin Fire Department on the agenda.  She also 
makes it clear that she feels if there are areas of the township that Martin can get to first the township 
should just pay Martin to cover those areas instead of relying on mutual aid.   
HAFD : 
Lieutenant Beilby mentioned that the Hopkins Firefighters would be doing some gardening and 
beautification projects at the Watson Substation including repainting the “Bell” and adding new plants 
and mulch.  He also explains some history of the substation and describes the current situation as 
bursting at the seams.  He mentions they currently are required to “jockey” vehicles and equipment 
around on a regular basis to remove needed equipment when they receive a call for service.  He would 
like to propose the addition or a 3rd door to allow for the addition of more equipment to the station and 
possibly an ambulance in the future.  The cost of the quote for the third door is $11,620.00.   
The supervisor would like to amend the agenda to include this proposal.  Trustee Harris makes a motion 
to add the door proposal to the agenda, Trustee Wood supports, all in favor, motion carried.   

C. Cemetery Sexton:   



   

Sexton Simpson reported that things have been rather calm and there would be one funeral later this 
month.  Treasurer Jones mentions that she had a request for a well at Miner Cemetery.  She will contact 
Kraal Well Drilling for a quote if no one is opposed.  There is no opposition.   

D. Libraries: 
None. 

E. County Commissioner: 
None. 

F. Quarterly Budget Overview – Q1 
The supervisor presented the quarterly budget and mentioned that after talking to Fleis and Vanderbrink 
the budget for Transfer Maintenance is not going to be close to the $50,000.00 budgeted.   

 
New Business:   

A. Propane Pre-Buy:   
Clerk Morris makes a motion to pre buy 1700 gallons of propane in the amount of $2,718.30; 
Treasurer Jones supports, all in favor, motion carried.      

B. Accident Fund Renewal: 
Clerk Morris makes a motion to approve the renewal of the Accident Fund Workman’s 
Compensation Policy in the amount of $900.00; Treasurer Jones supports, all in favor, motion 
carried.   

C. Burnham & Flower Renewal: 
Treasurer Jones made a motion to renew the township insurance policy in the amount of $4,799.00; 
Clerk Morris supported, all in favor motion carried.   

D. MTA Renewal: 
Treasurer Jones made a motion to renew the MTA Membership; Trustee Woods supported, all in 
favor, motion carried.   

E. Dust Control: 
The supervisor explains way the dust control material is dispersed on the center of the road.  
Additionally, he explains that is comes from a sandstone quarry located in middle of Michigan, the 
formula is consistent, and it is in no way associated with oil pumping.  There is some general 
discussion on the subject.  The cost for the material is twenty cents per gallon.   Trustee Harris 
makes a motion to call Michigan Chloride Service and ask them to put 3000 gallons per mile on 
112th Ave. and 114th Ave.; Treasurer Jones supported, all in favor, motion carried.   

F. Third Fire Door: 
Trustee Harris made a motion to contract with Dorr Building and Plumbing to install a 3rd door in the 
Fire barn at the township in the amount of $11,620.00; Treasure Jones supported, all in favor, motion 
carried.   

  Old Business: 
       None.  
   Adjourn: 

Trustee Harris made a motion to adjourn, Treasurer Jones supported, all in favor, motion carried.     
Meeting adjourned -   8:24 P.M.  
 
 
 

_____________________________________          Kelli Morris—Watson Township Clerk 


