
   

      Watson Township Board Meeting 
December 3, 2020 
Remote Meeting 

 
Called to order: 7:02 P.M.-  
   
Present: 

Kevin Travis, Stephanie Caulder, Michelle Harris, Jack Wood and Kelli Morris 
Absent:  
 None. 
Agenda: 

Supervisor Travis made a motion to approve the agenda with addition of the invoice for the Door for the 
fire department under Bills, Clerk Morris supported, roll call vote: Morris-yes; Harris-yes; Wood-yes; Caulder-
yes; Travis-yes; all in favor motion carried.   
Minutes: 
 Trustee Harris made a motion to approve the minutes, Trustee Wood supported, Roll Call Vote: 
Caulder- yes; Harris-yes; Wood-yes; Morris-yes; Travis-yes; all in favor, motion carried.   
Bills:   

Supervisor Travis made a motion to pay the bills with the addition of the door in the amount of 
$29,864.58; Trustee Harris supported, Roll Call Vote: Morris-yes; Caulder-yes; Harris-yes; Wood-yes; Travis-
yes; all in favor, motion carried.   
Budget Amendments: 
 Supervisor Travis made a motion to move $18,570.00 from Transfer Station Maintenance 101-528-930 
to Building and Grounds Maintenance 101-268-930, Clerk Morris supported, Roll Call Vote:  Morris-yes; 
Harris-yes; Caulder-yes; Wood-yes; and Travis-yes; all in favor, motion carried.   
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 Jay Roberts-Eveland- Mentioned that her neighbors have been asking about curbside pickup again.  
She also would like to express that parts of the lake are looking dumpy and would like the board to enforce the 
ordinances in place.  She is in favor of having an ordinance enforcement officer for the township.   

Bill Traywick- Let the board know he also lives on Big Lake and is in support of an ordinance 
enforcement officer.        
REPORTS: 

A. Planning Commission: 
Trustee Wood reported having a meeting set up for the gravel mining application, however with 
COVID-19 restrictions they have postponed the meeting until January 27, 2021.       

B. Cemetery Sexton:   
The Sexton was not in attendance.     

C. Libraries: 
Supervisor Travis read a report for Hopkins Library submitted by Tim McKinnon. 

D. County Commissioner: 
Commissioner Dugan congratulated all the new board members and reported on the one meeting they 
had in November that included employee services and working from home is one was able; a grant for 
fiberoptic in Allegan County from Bloomingdale Communications; and a report from Arik Nesbitt from 
happenings in Lansing.  Additionally, he will contact the Community Mental Health Department to 
address some of the issues with logging onto electronic meetings.   

E. Martin Fire Department: 
Captain Thomas welcomed Treasurer Caulder to the board.  He reported two fire calls in Watson 
Township, one wire down, and one MFR (Medical First Responder) call for the month.  The department 
will also have five MFR members hired thru WEAMS and will have that unit up and running by the first 
of January.  Supervisor Travis asked if the vehicle to be used was the one that was recently totaled in an 
accident.  Captain Thomas responded that he would need to check on that to be sure, he was not aware 
of that information at this time.   



   

HAFD: 
update pertaining to COVID-19 cases; and reported that so far cases have been kept to a minimum 
because they have implemented new procedures and use PPE to help reduce the number of cases and 
keep everyone safe.  

Old Business: 
A. Martin Fire Agreement: 

Supervisor Travis went over information from a meeting held between himself and members of the 
Martin Fire Board.  The amount of the original agreement presented was $7,500.00, with the ability 
to charge insurance companies for homeowners or residents they serve.  He then explained that the 
Martin Fire Department came back with a proposal to pay $8,000.00 and the ability to charge 
insurance companies.  Trustee Harris expressed an issue with the word “permission” to charge 
insurance companies, because they do not need permission.  It was discussed that permission was 
only included because in the past they had not charged insurance companies for services provided to 
Watson Township residents in this area of coverage.  There was some additional discussion on the 
billing of insurance companies as well as contract length.  Lieutenant Beilby (HAFD) mentions that 
it is his understanding that HAFD only bills insurance companies and not residents.  Commissioner 
Dugan expresses that they would need an ordinance to adequately bill and collect from insurance 
companies.  Captain Thomas explains that Martin Fire Department does have an ordinance and it 
does help to collect from insurance companies.  Trustee Harris also questions the counter proposal of 
$8,000 vs. $7,500.00?  Captain Thomas explains that when they initially ran the numbers and then 
got back to real numbers- the real numbers were a bit higher than they had estimated.  Trustee Harris 
expresses an interest in a copy of the numbers used for calculation.   
Supervisor Travis made a motion to accept the Martin Township proposal in the amount of 
$8,000.00 for service to the three-mile area with a schedule beginning April 2021, Wood supported, 
Roll Call Vote:  Caulder- yes; Morris-yes; Harris-yes; Wood-yes; Travis-yes; supervisor declared the 
motion passed by a vote of 5 yes and 0 no votes.   
 

MORE PUBLIC COMMENT: 
     Catherine VanOveren- Mentioned that she was new to the community and noticed some abandon 
vehicles and is wondering if there are any ordinances to address and deal with situations such as this.  
Supervisor Travis explained that the township did have an ordinance and protocol to deal with these vehicles 
and situations.    
New Business:   

A. Board of Review Appointments: 
Rod Zeinstra is currently on the Board of Review and wishes to remain in his position on that board.  
Trustee Harris makes a motion to re-appoint Rod Zeinstra to the Board of Review for a two-year 
term, roll call vote:  Harris-yes; Caulder-yes; Morris-yes; Wood-yes; Travis-yes; the supervisor 
declared the motion passed by a vote of 5-yes and 0-no votes.  Other interested persons include Jack 
Eveland, Maria Holeshoe and Ken Cote.  Clerk Morris made a motion to appoint Jack Eveland as a 
member of the Board of Review and Marial Holshoe as first alternate and Ken Cote as second 
alternate, Trustee Harris supports, roll call vote:  Morris-yes; Caulder-yes; Wood-yes; Harris-yes; 
Travis-yes; supervisor declared the motion passes by a vote of 5-yes and 0-no votes.         

B. PA-116 Application: 
Clerk Morris explained an application for PA-116 for the Melvin and Diane Puschel farm on122nd 
Avenue in Hopkins, Michigan.  Clerk Morris made a motion to approve, sign and forward the 
application from Melvin and Diane Puschel for PA-116 for their farm on 122nd Ave. Hopkins, 
Michigan, Trustee Wood supported, roll call vote:  Morris-yes; Harris-yes; Wood-yes; Caulder-yes; 
Travis-yes; the supervisor declared the motion passed by a vote of 5-yes and 0-no votes.   
   

 Not on Agenda: 
 Supervisor Travis mentioned that we have had many comments on the need for an ordinance 
enforcement officer.  He explained that Trustee Wood is currently working as an enforcement officer for the 



   

Township of Allegan.  He asked Trustee Wood to give a short explanation of his duties for Allegan Township.  
Trustee Wood explained that he had been working for Allegan Township doing ordinance enforcement because 
they just simply did not have the time to follow up on cases.  He went on to explain how it would work for a 
township, siting that he currently works 8 hours per week for Allegan Township and they could use him more, 
but for our township this may be the ideal number of hours.   
   Adjourn:  

Trustee Harris made a motion to adjourn, Treasurer Caulder supported, all in favor, motion carried.     
Meeting adjourned -   8:06 P.M.  
 
 
 

_____________________________________          Kelli Morris—Watson Township Clerk 


