
Watson Township Planning Commission 

October 23, 2019 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

1. Call to order-  
Chairman Troy Baker called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance was recited.   
 
3. Roll call and recognition of visitors- 

Present:  Chuck Andrysiak, Troy Baker, Bev McKinnon, Bruce Bos and Joe      
      Albers. 
Absent:  Barb Wrobleski and Shawn Caulder 
     Heather Mitchell from PCI was also in attendance. 
Visitors: Brad Meyers  
     Gary Schenk of 601 3 Mile Road 
     Steve Mulanix of 1493 Timber Ridge Bay Drive  
     Tracy Mulanix of 1493 Timber Ridge Bay Drive 
     Linda Zovonsky-Wheatley of 1904 Pleasant View 
     Jay Roberts-Eveland of 1434 Hillcrest Dr. 
     Terry Buys of 1446 Hillcrest 
     Linda Buys of 1446 Hillcrest 
     Tina Keeler of 1786 13th St. 
     Kevin Christensen of 1312 117th Ave. 
     Tari Wright of 1312 117th Ave. 
     Joyce Jenkins of 1345 120th Ave 
     Scott Jenkins of 1345 120th Ave 
     David Carter of 1981 13th St. 
     Kevin Travis of 2050 16th St. 
     Kenneth Cole of 1495 120th Ave 
     Thomas Seveska of 1499 Timber Ridge Bay 
     Pam Seveska of 1499 Timber Ridge Bay 
     Kevin McCall of 1898 Pleasant View Dr. 
     Linda McCall of 1898 Pleasant View Dr. 
     Peter Nordquist 1888 Pleasant View Dr. 
     Chris Killmer of 1311 117th Ave. 
     Tom Cardiff of 1494 Big Lake Drive 
     Ann Moenke of 1463 Timber Ridge Bay 
     John Granfeldt of 1472 Big Lake Dr. 
     Brad Simonds of 1744 13th Street 
     Char DeMoore of 1047 Fox Run Dr. 
     Karen Fifelski of 2071 123rd Ave. 
      
      



4. Public Comment not on Agenda. 
None. 
 
 

5. Reading and review of the Agenda.  Joe motioned to accept the agenda.  
Bev seconded the motion and the motion was approved. 

 
 

6. Reading and review of the Minutes from the September, 2019 meeting.  
Bev motioned to accept the minutes as amended.  Chuck seconded the 
motion and the motion was approved. 
 
 

7. Public Hearing:   
 

a. Public Hearings for consideration of the following changes: 
 
1.  A proposed text amendment to Section 17 of the Zoning 
Ordinance to amend Section 17.09, annual review process and add 
Section 17.10, project extensions. 
 
2.  A proposed text amendment to Section 7.06, Special Land Uses 
(within the R-1 Zoning District) to add item(n) Mineral Extraction, 
Sand, Gravel and Soil Removal subject to Chapters 15 and 17. 
 
3.  A proposed text amendment to Section 8.06, Special Land Uses 
(with the R-2 Zoning District) to add item (n) Mineral Extraction, 
Sand, Gravel and Soil Removal subject to Chapters 15 and 17. 
 
4.  A proposed text amendment to Section 9.06, Special Land Uses 
(with the LRD Zoning District) to add item (g) Mineral Extraction, 
Sand, Gravel and Soil Removal subject to Chapters 15 and 17. 
 
 
Troy recites the rules for a Public Hearing and recites the posting 
as was published in the Allegan News.    
 
Troy opened the Public Hearing and asked Heather M. from PCI to 
review and the history so far of what is before the Planning 
Commission in proposing to amend zoning ordinances. 
Troy then read the 2 emails received from Watson residents.  Said 
emails were received by Bruce B. from Mark & Marcy Howe and 
Donna Howe of 1317 117th Ave. and from David Carter of 1981 13th 
Street. 
 
 



Troy then opened the meeting to public comment. 
 
Kevin McCall asked why again are we considering amending our 
ordinances and what again does the state’s enabling act lead us to 
do?  Heather explained the differences in what changes are being 
made to the existing ordinances. 
 
Kevin Travis asked for clarification about the purpose of the 
bonding for reclamation.  Heather explained that typically a bond is 
reserved for $4k to $6k per acre for reclamation costs. 
 
Owen Ramey states that our proposed amendment is not in 
agreement to the statute and the more recent bill in house (bill 
431) has still not been passed.  There should be further 
requirements for dust, paving, serious harm, reclamation, etc. in 
the proposed amendment.  He states that the law already considers 
us to accept any application.   
 
Kevin Travis asked for clarification about the decibel level in the 
ordinance. 
 
Jay Roberts-Eveland Spoke of her concern about the traffic issues 
and how gravel pits can be a detriment to the local area. 
 
Peter Nordquist asks whether the proposed ordinance will have any 
affect on a possible gravel pit and make it more or less likely to be 
allowed. 
 
Owen Ramey then states that we should add more items into the 
proposed ordinance such as limitations of surrounding residential 
numbers, limitations of hours of business, higher berm heights, 
set-backs, etc. 
 
Gary Schenk states that our proposed amendments are probably 
the most extensive written ordinances that he has seen or is aware 
of. 
 
Joyce Jenkins asks for clarification of the process of whether we 
could accept or deny a request for a mining permit.   
 
 
 



Tina Keeler said that she grew up across the street from a gravel pit 
and shared the many issues and problems that she experienced.  
She also stated that a gravel pit does not belong in a residential 
neighborhood. 
 
David Carter said that he looked at Bill 431 currently being 
considered in the state house and recited some of that bill.  Stated 
that he believes that local government should have more control 
over such issues regarding ordinances. 
 
Kevin Travis asked whether we could add more specifics into the 
ordinances. 
 
Ann Moenke asked the planning commission to consider the 
citizens and the neighborhood. 
 
Chris Killmer also asked the planning commission to consider the 
township’s citizens and the neighborhood. 
 
Kevin McCall asked whether our proposed ordinance amendments 
will make it easier or harder to consider or reject an application.  
Could we put some pre-conditions into an ordinance?  Possibly 
create a 2-step process for application. 
 
Owen Ramey again stresses to include a 2-step application process. 
 
Tracy Mullinex stated that they just built their dream home and she 
is now afraid this will turn into a nightmare. 
 
Thomas Seveska asked about informational mailings and how to 
get any updates. 
 
Joe then motions to close the portion of the Public Hearing.  Bev 
seconds the motion and the motion was carried.  The public 
comment portion of the Public Hearing was closed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Troy stated that he feels that he would like to review some further 
conditions of the proposed amendments.  Chuck added that he 
also agrees with Troy and that we need more time to review all of 
our options and language within the proposals.  A general 
discussion amongst the planning commission members then took 
place. 
 
Chuck made a motion to table for now any proposal changes and 
get further feedback for other parameters that we may choose to 
look at.  Bev seconded the motion and the motion was carried. 
 
Due to the length of time already taken in this current meeting, Bev 
M. made a motion to postpone any Old Business discussions from 
the agenda.  Joe seconded the motion.  The motion was passed. 
 
Bev made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Joe seconded the 
motion and the meeting at adjourned 9:10 p.m. 
 

 
Respectfully submitted by,  
 
 
 
Bruce Bos 
Watson Township Planning Commission Secretary 


