
Watson Township Planning Commission 

July 24, 2019 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

1. Call to order-  
Chairman Troy Baker called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance was recited.   
 
3. Roll call and recognition of visitors- 

Present:  Chuck Andrysiak, Troy Baker, Bev McKinnon, Bruce Bos, Barb 
Wrobleski, Joe Albers and Shawn Caulder 
Absent:  None 
Lori Castello and Heather Mitchell from PCI were also in attendance. 
Visitors: David Carter of 1981 13th St. 
     Carl Wrobleski of 2179 20th St. 
     Tonya Borris of 1795 13th St.  
     A.J. Borris of 1795 13th St. 
     Dona Ramey of 1850 13th St. 
     Owen Ramey of 1850 13th St. 
     Kevin McCall of 1898 Pleasant View Dr. 
     Linda McCall of 1898 Pleasant View Dr. 
      
      

4. Public Comment not on Agenda. 
 
 

5. Reading and review of the Agenda.  Chuck motioned to place New 
Business before Old Business and otherwise accept the agenda.  Bev 
seconded the motion and the motion was approved. 

 
 

6. Reading and review of the Minutes from June, 2019 meeting.  Shawn C. 
motioned to accept the minutes as amended.  Barb seconded the motion 
and the motion was approved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7. New Business:   
 

a. Public Hearings for consideration of the following changes: 
 
1.  A proposed text amendment to Section 17 of the Zoning 
Ordinance to amend Section 17.09, annual review process and add 
Section 17.10, project extensions. 
 
2.  A proposed text amendment to Section 7.06, Special Land Uses 
(within the R-1 Zoning District) to add item(n) Mineral Extraction, 
Sand, Gravel and Soil Removal subject to Chapters 15 and 17. 
 
3.  A proposed text amendment to Section 8.06, Special Land Uses 
(with the R-2 Zoning District) to add item (n) Mineral Extraction, 
Sand, Gravel and Soil Removal subject t Chapters 15 and 17. 
 
4.  A proposed text amendment to Section 9.06, Special Land Uses 
(with the LRD Zoning District) to add item (g) Mineral Extraction, 
Sand, Gravel and Soil Removal subject to Chapters 15 and 17. 
 
 
Troy recites the rules for a Public Hearing.  Bruce reads from and 
recites the posting as was published in the Allegan News.   
Only member of the commission that received any comments by 
letter or other means from the public was Bruce who received an 
inquiry from David Carter who is now in attendance at this 
meeting.   
 
Troy opened the Public Hearing and reviewed and went through the 
proposed changes.  Lori C. summarizes the intentions for the 
various proposed amendments.  Kevin McCall asks if these changes 
and amendments are being brought up due to a recent mining 
permit request.  Lori stated that the changes were actually already 
in the planning agenda and were topics of discussions from prior 
meetings and are also topics brought up by the Michigan Township 
Association in addition to a prospective applicant. 
 
Owen Ramey is interested in knowing who the proposed applicant 
is.  And what his/her intentions were.  Owen then discusses and 
gives his opinion as to his view of the Michigan Zoning Enabling 
Act and that we do not need to change any ordinance and any 
changes may, in fact, conflict with our Master Plan.  Lori C states 
that the changes are meant to simply align our ordinances to the 
statutes.  



 
Kevin McCall asked if were to go through with the changes as 
addressed tonight, will there be any way to slow down our process 
to make any further changes, if needed.   
 
David Carter stated that he became aware of the situation of a 
possible new gravel pit by means of the real estate listing that 
mentioned that grand fathering in a gravel pit operation. 
 
Brad Simon states that the property in question is directly across 
the street from his residence and that he has already been affected 
property and enjoyment from the heavy equipment coming and 
going from this parcel in question.  He is concerned it will continue 
and only get worse.   
 
Tonya Borris spoke about her concerns regarding traffic, soil and 
well contamination and would not want a gravel pit located next to 
her home and property. 
 
A.J. Borris states that he was approached by Mr. Double who 
requested that the Borris’ move their shed as it was near the 
boundary line between their properties.  He then did so.   
 
Troy then suggested it was time to close the public hearing portion 
of the meeting.  Joe made a motion to close the public hearing and 
Bev seconded the motion.  Motion was carried and the public 
hearing was closed. 
 
Further discussion as to the possible changes continued among the 
members of the planning commission.  Troy suggested that we 
possibly slow down and table any discussion as to the above 
recited proposals #2, #3 and #4.  After further discussion within 
the planning commission, it was mutually agreed.   
 
Troy opened the Public Hearing for proposed amendment #2.  Bev 
made a motion to table the proposed amendment #2.  Joe 
seconded the motion and was approved.  Troy then closed the 
Public Hearing for this proposed amendment. 
 
 
 
 



Troy opened the Public Hearing for proposed amendment #3.  
Shawn made a motion to table the proposed amendment #3.  Barb 
seconded the motion and was approved.  Troy then closed the 
Public Hearing for this proposed amendment. 
   
Troy opened the Public Hearing for proposed amendment #4.  
Chuck made a motion to table the proposed amendment #4.  Bev 
then seconded the motion and was approved.  Troy then closed the 
Public Hearing for this proposed amendment. 
 
Troy opened the Public Hearing for proposed amendment #1.  Lori 
C. summarizes the proposed amendments to Section 17 and to 
amend Section 17.09.  The difference is to amend the verbiage in 
the process to reflect a “review” rather than of a “renewal” process.  
It would also amend to add Section 17.10 for project extensions. 
 
Troy opened the floor for public comment.  David Carter stated 
that he appreciates the efforts of the planning commission and our 
updating of SUP permits language and to also amend and update 
our records.  Troy then closed the Public Hearing for amendment 
#1.   
 
General discussion then took place on reasons for the proposed 
amendment.  Joe made a motion to forward and recommend to the 
township board the approval of proposed amendment #1.  Bev 
seconded the motion.  A roll call vote on accepting this proposed 
amendment #1 was taken and results were as follows: 
 Chuck A. = Yes 
 Bev M. = Yes 
 Barb W. = Yes 
 Troy B. = Yes 
 Bruce B. = Yes 
 Shawn C. = Yes 
 Joe A. = Yes 
Motion was passed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



We will continue to review the other ordinance amendments in 
future meetings. 
 
Due to the length of time already taken in this current meeting, Bev 
M. made a motion to postpone any Old Business discussions from 
the agenda.  Chuck seconded the motion.  The motion was passed. 
 
Barb W. made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Bev seconded the 
motion and the meeting at adjourned 9:18 p.m. 
 

 
Respectfully submitted by,  
 
 
 
Bruce Bos 
Watson Township Planning Commission Secretary 


