
Watson Township Planning Commission 

August 28, 2019 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

1. Call to order-  
Chairman Troy Baker called the meeting to order at 7:04 pm. 
 
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance was recited.   
 
 
3. Roll call and recognition of visitors- 

Present:  Chuck Andrysiak, Troy Baker, Bev McKinnon, Bruce Bos, Barb 
Wrobleski, Joe Albers and Shawn Caulder 
Absent:  None 
Lori Castello and Heather Mitchell from PCI were also in attendance. 
Visitors: David Carter of 1981 13th St. 
     Carl Wrobleski of 2179 20th St. 
     Matt Double 
     Brad Meyers 
     James Shek    P.O. Box A   Allegan, MI 
     Dina Ramey of 1850 13th St. 
     Owen Ramey of 1850 13th St. 
     Catherine Kaufman (MTA attorney) 
  
     
      

4. Public Comment not on Agenda. 
None. 
 
 
 

5. Reading and review of the Agenda.  Joe motioned to accept the agenda.  
Shawn seconded the motion and the motion was approved. 

 
 
 

6. Reading and review of the Minutes from July, 2019 meeting.  Joe 
motioned to accept the minutes as amended.  Chuck seconded the 
motion and the motion was approved. 
 
 
 
 



7. Old Business:   
 

a. Consider changes of Permitted Usage section regarding Special Use 
permits for mines/gravel pits. 
 
Troy asks Catherine Kaufman for her input into what we are 
reviewing on this topic.  Catherine reviews and summarizes the 
Enabling Act.  She also talked about the Metamora case and the 
Silva case and asks how far and how willing will the township want 
to exercise our rights.  Bruce then asked Catherine about whether 
the commission can ask for evidence of need to go along with any 
findings of fact in a case for a SUP application.  She stated that 
would be allowed and has been done in many cases.  She then 
further reviews the Metamora case and points out what may or may 
not be arguable to the current statutes.  Bruce then asked if, by 
accepting an SUP application and reviewing the findings of fact, 
would this give the township a certain protection and greater 
control over its parcels and township domain.  Catherine stated she 
would prefer to see the standard zoning land uses uniformed 
throughout the zoning districts and then open to a Special Use 
Permits process.  She stated that we need to understand what we 
want and how we are going to respond to any applicant.  Also, to 
be sure to review our Master Plan in terms of how it may deal with 
mining issues.   
 
A general discussion ensued among the commission.  We will direct 
Lori C. to create or amend the language and definitions of the 
current proposed amendments and then we will review it further at 
that point.   
 
Troy then opened the floor for public comments.   
 
Owen Ramey pointed out that the Metamora case has not been 
challenged but that the mining resources over there are fewer and 
he would also like to see an ordinance drafted that is viable and 
within the legal statutes.   
 
General discussion followed and the commission agreed to table 
this topic until we can review what Lori C. comes up with in terms 
of amending the proposed ordinance changes.   
 

b. Review Watson Township Parks Plan Framework. 
 
Due to the length of time already taken in this current meeting, Bev 
motioned to table this topic for a future meeting.  Joe seconded the 
motion and the motion was passed. 
 
 



Chuck gave a quick update from the township board and stated 
that the township did soil and water testing near the old Watson-
Martin dumpsite.  The tests revealed that findings above acceptable 
levels of PFAs were found in two of the five wells tested.  The 
township is going to schedule a townhall meeting to take place in 
September. 
 
Shawn made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Joe seconded the 
motion and the meeting at adjourned 8:54 p.m. 
 

 
Respectfully submitted by,  
 
 
 
Bruce Bos 
Watson Township Planning Commission Secretary 


