
		 	

      Watson Township Board Meeting 
November 7, 2019 

 
Called to order: 7:00 P.M. 
Present: 

Kevin Travis, Sue Jones, Chuck Andrysiak, Michelle Harris and Kelli Morris 
Absent: None 
Agenda: 

 Trustee Harris made a motion to approve the agenda with the addition of a paper shredder under new 
business, Treasurer Jones supported, all in favor, motion carried.    
Minutes: 
 Treasurer Jones made a motion to approve the minutes, Trustee Harris supported, all in favor, motion 
carried.   
Bills:   
 Trustee Harris made a motion to pay the bills in the amount of$18,688.95, Trustee Andrysiak supported, 
all in favor, motion carried.   
Treasurer’s Report: 
 Treasurer Jones explained some amendments to the board including moving $2,600.00 from Other 
Revenue (leaving the balance of that account at $10,600.00) and adding $1,100.00 to Board Dues and fees for a 
new total of $2,550.00 and $1,500.00 to Cemetery Maintenance, leaving a new total of $3,000.00.  
Additionally, moving $1,100.00 from Recreational and Culture, leaving that account with a $1,100.00 balance 
to Planning Commission Professional Services, leaving a new total of $2,800.00 in that account.   Trustee 
Harris made a motion to make these amendments, Treasurer Jones supported, all in favor, motion carried.  
Treasurer Jones then gave her Treasurers report. 
Presentations: 

A. Lakeshore Advantage: 
Mr. Greg King attended and gave the board a detailed presentation on projects Lakeshore Advantage has 
had an opportunity to be of assistance to business owners or members of the Lakeshore Advantage 
Program.  He provides great insight to current happenings in the community and gave the board an 
informative brochure.    

B. United Bank: 
United Bank sent a proposal to the treasurer regarding their interest in providing banking services to the 
township that would include transferring all accounts (except the Tax and General Funds) to United 
Bank.  After board discussion, it was decided leave the accounts as they are as of now, and there was no 
motion to change banking institutions.   

C. Auditor’s Report: 
Theresa Steffes attended and gave the board a detailed presentation report on the audit conducted for 
Watson Township as well as financial statements for the township.  She went over all the statements in 
detail and said the township had a good audit.     

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 A member of the audience asked Greg King (of Lakeshore Advantage) if he thought that the better job 
placement currently in the community was due in part to the college programs that are now available in schools 
now, versus the past.  Mr. King explains that this does have a positive impact in many cases.   
Reports: 

A. County Commissioner- Gale Dugan: 
Commissioner Dugan reported current happenings at the county including the recent discussion of doing 
a ground water study as possible future criteria for a zoning ordinance.  The commissioners also 
assigned members of the Board of Canvassers.  Additionally, the county entered into the West Michigan 
Health Insurance Pool, which will consist of considerable cost savings.  The commissioners were given 
a 3rd Quarter Capital Report, which included projects over $100,000.00.  He reported that the Probation 



		 	

Office has office space available for expansion if needed now.  The commission also approved 2019 
budget amendments, as well as the passage to approve County Commissioners for 4 year terms.  Mr. 
Dugan believes that the election of commissioners should remain with the year of the Governor 
Election.  Lastly, the commissioners are going to ask that the “tribe” contribute to the programs in 
Allegan County which they are receiving resources from on their “tribal land”.   

B. Planning Commission:  
Trustee Andrysiak reported that they had a full house for their meeting.  He believes the ordinance 
amendment they are making has been challenging to both comply with the states enabling act and leave 
enough local control, while being fair to both the clients and local residents.  The next Planning 
commission meeting is December 4th at 7 p.m.      

C. Fire Chief: 
Supervisor Travis read over the report of Fire Chief Tim McKinnon.  This report can also be found on 
the township website.     
   

D. Cemetery Sexton:    
Sexton Simpson reported one cremation burial at Hicks Cemetery and one regular burial at Miner 
Cemetery.  He will also be taking down the flags at the cemeteries the week after Veteran’s Day.  

E. Library Reports:  
None.       

F. Supervisor’s Report:  
Supervisor Travis reported that he received a call from E.G.L.E. indicating that all the wells that were 
tested around or near the “old dump” site tested clean.  They (E.G.L.E.) will be sending out letters to 
inform residents of this information.    

Old Business: 
A. Hopkins Library Board: 

Tim McKinnon was asked and agreed to be the representative for Watson Township on the Hopkins 
Library Board.  Supervisor Travis made a motion to nominate Tim McKinnon to the Hopkins Library 
Board, Trustee Harris supported, all in favor, motion carried.    

B. Snow Plow Bids:   
The board received two bids for snow removal during the 2019-2020 season.  The bids were from 
Property Revolutions and ATS Enterprises.  Trustee Harris made a motion to approve contract #2 from 
ATS Enterprises for $2,600.00 and salt at $110.00 per time (as needed), Treasurer Jones supported, all 
in favor, motion carried.     

New Business: 
A. Paper Shredder for Township Office:                  

There was discussion on the need for a paper shredder for use in the township offices.  There was no 
motion to purchase a paper shredder at this time.    
            

Adjourn: 
Supervisor Travis made a motion to adjourn, Treasure Jones supported, all in favor, motion carried.     
Meeting adjourned -   8:53 P.M.  
 
 
 
 

_____________________________________          Kelli Morris—Watson Township Clerk	


