
		 	

 
      Watson Township Board Meeting 

September 6, 2018 
 

Called to order: 7:00 P.M. 
Present: 

Kevin Travis, Sue Jones, Chuck Andrysiak, Michelle Harris, and Kelli Morris 
Fire/EMS Special Assessment- Public Hearing: 
 The supervisor opened up the public hearing for public comment.  
 Cathy Pardee (Schanz Rd.)- Commented that this special assessment is very much needed. 
 Supervisor Travis read Resolution #09062018-1 Fire/EMS Special Assessment renewal of 1 mil.  
Treasurer Jones made a motion to adopt Resolution #09062018-1; Trustee Andrysiak supported; Roll Call Vote:  
Morris- yes; Harris-yes; Jones-yes; Andrysiak-yes; Travis-yes.  The supervisor declared the special assessment 
renewed by a vote of 5-yes and 0-no votes.  The Supervisor made a motion to close the Special Assessment 
Public Hearing, Sue supported, all in favor, motion carried.   
Agenda: 

 Trustee Andrysiak made a motion to adopt the agenda as amended, Trustee Harris supported, all in 
favor, motion carried.   
Minutes: 

The supervisor would like to include a copy of the Fire Chief Report in the minutes.  Treasurer Jones 
made a motion to approve the minutes with the corrections for August 2, 2018; Trustee Harris supported, all in 
favor, motion carried.    
Public Comment: 
NONE 
Reports: 
 

A.  Planning Commission Report: 
 Trustee Andrysiak reported that he has spoken with Lori from PCI on both the gravel pit and contactors 
yard issues.  She has received a response from the gravel pit, that at the time of the letter they had not received 
everything they needed to complete their project.  She is also sending a letter to the contractor’s yard that will 
give them 30 days to comply with what is needed to complete the requirements of their special use permit.  The 
planning commission will have a public hearing on the sign ordinance next month but any other agenda items 
are still uncertain.  Trustee Andrysiak also expresses his frustration with the current way that some of the 
renewals and permits are dealt with.  The supervisor made a motion to add enforcement officer to the agenda 
under new business, Trustee Andrysiak supported, all in favor, motion carried.  Trustee Andrysiak mentioned 
that there is a public hearing for September 26th for the sign ordinance  

B. Hopkins Area Fire: 
The Supervisor read the report of Fire Chief Tim McKinnon in its entirety.  This report will also follow 
these minutes as an attachment.   

C. Cemetery Sexton:   None.  
D. Library Reports:  

Barbara Wrobleski attended and reported that everything at the Hopkins Library is going well and that 
currently they are working on the Winter Literacy Program.   

E. County Commissioners- Gale Dugan:  
Mr. Dugan gave a report that included the commission getting a report from the Allegan County 

Medical Care Facility, which is not only provides end of life care but is also a top of the line rehabilitation 
facility.  The commission also dealt with four drain abandonment issues.  The county will also be doing 
filtration system to deal with some chromium contamination from AM Finishing.   He expressed the county 
commissioner’s opposition to a current house bill 6049 and Senate bill 1025 dealing with the same individual 
holding township board positions as well as providing assessor services for the township.  He also reported that 



		 	

the draft budget is out for review.  Mr. Dugan also reported that there is an ongoing investigation on the water 
quality in Otsego from the paper mill.  There were test done there that came back contaminated.  They were 
able to get residents drinking water make arrangements for preservations for future clean viable water.  Lastly, 
he mentioned that he did check on our local gravel pit issue and he will be reporting back to the appropriate 
entities.       

F. Supervisor’s Report: 
 Supervisor Travis reported that he met with John Shagonaby and discussed the best way to work with 
local communities in an effort to find the best working environment for everyone.  He added that the discussion 
was very positive.  He also reported on some drain notices that are included as attachments to these minutes 
including one for Miner Lake Branch Drain (where it is washed out on John Morse’s’ Property), and Beaver 
Drain (which Watson Township is included in).   
Bills 
 Trustee Andrysiak made a motion to pay the bills for August in the amount of $14,768.77, Trustee 
Harris supported, all in favor, motion carried.   
Treasure’s Report 
 Treasurer Jones gave the Treasure’s Report. 
Old Business: 

A.  Capital Improvement Plan- 
1.  Short Term:  Treasurer Jones solicited quotes from some companies for new carpet for the hall 

which included HQ Flooring (Otsego, MI) and Home Depot (Otsego, MI).  The board discussed the 
quotes of $4,459.43 and $3,360.27.  Trustee Harris made a motion to approve the installing (of the 
charcoal color along with slate grey molding decided on by in board in this discussion) for $3360.27, 
Trustee Andrysiak supported, all in favor, motion carried.  Treasurer Jones also got some quotes on 
new blinds for the hall, with the most expensive being $550.00.  Supervisor Travis made a motion to 
purchase blinds for no more than $550.00 that will color coordinate with the carpet and molding, 
Treasurer Jones supported, all in favor, motion carried.  Trustee Harris solicited a few quotes for 
new tables for the township hall and she went over a few of the choices and prices.  Trustee Harris 
made a motion to purchase three new commercial grade tables for the amount of $74.98 (plus tax) 
each, Treasurer Jones supported, all in favor, motion carried.  The board also discussed the 
possibility of adding “rain barrels” to the township cemeteries for the use of watering plants by 
visitors.  The board will continue to look into this option and what would be involved.  Trustee 
Harris shared a report from Don Bailey (Firefighter for Hopkins Fire Dept.).  He is willing to hold a 
class for teaching and certifying individuals in CPR.  The only cost for this would be the cost of the 
certification cards (Don is not charging for his assistance/teaching of the class).  The board discusses 
the best time for this may be around June next year.  Trustee Harris will contact Mr. Bailey about 
what was discussed at this meeting.  Supervisor Travis also reported that he had received a quote 
from Prein & Newhof to do a feasibility study for sewer for M-222 and U.S. 131.  This quote was 
for $9,200.00 and was estimated to last approximately 8 weeks in duration.  The supervisor asked if 
the township would be able to get any grants for this, and the reply from Prein & Newhof was that 
the median household income was too high to qualify for any grants available.  The board is in 
agreement that at this time the township is not willing to pay for a study on sanitary sewer for this 
area.  (A copy of the letter from Prein & Newholf is included in these minutes as an attachment).   

2. Roads to Pave:  The board discussed nine possible roads to pave.  The supervisor read over the new 
construction “bid process” for Allegan County.  Treasurer Jones let the board know that after the end 
of this tax year the township should have about $150,000.00 in the road fund.  The board discusses 
getting some more secure numbers on funding as well as driving some of the possible roads to gain 
more information on their condition.  Supervisor Travis made a motion to table the subject of road 
paving projects, Trustee Harris supported, all in favor, motion carried.   



		 	

3. Culvert Work:  Supervisor Travis made a motion to approve a work order for a culvert on 118th Ave. 
approximately 15 feet east of 23rd St. for an estimated cost of $10,000.00, Trustee Harris supported, 
all in favor, motion carried.   

 
 
New Business: 

A.  Pictometry Contract w/ Allegan County (for the Assessor): 
The board discussed the option of paying for the contract of $2,090.00 all at once or in 3 installments of 
$697.00.  Treasure Jones made a motion to enter into the Pictometry Contract with Allegan County for 
three installments of $697.00, Trustee Harris supported, all in favor, motion carried.   

 
B. PA 116 Vandebunte and Doezma- 

Clerk Morris read over the PA 116 Applications received from both the Vandebunte Farms and 
Doezema Farms.  Treasurer Jones made a motion to approve the two applications from Vandebunte 
Farms for  PA 116, Trustee Harris supported, all in favor, motion carried.  Trustee Harris made a motion 
to approve the three applications from Doezema Farms for PA 116, Treasurer Jones supported, all in 
favor, motion carried.       

C. Enforcement Officer- 
The board discussed some options and possibilities with regard to ordinance enforcement.  There is 
some feeling of insufficiency by some board members with regard to services being provided by our 
current enforcement company.  There is discussion on the possibility of having a monthly report of what 
the current issues are in the township at any given time.  It is also discussed that possibly a chart could 
be developed to deal with special use permit with project expirations to better keep up with issues.  The 
board would like to have PCI (Professional Code Inspections) attend a meeting to further discuss how to 
implement some systems that will assist everyone in being better informed and execute the processes 
more efficiently.   
 Ken Pardee asked if the township got any word back from when the televisions were left.  
Unfortunately, the power was out at the time they were left so the cameras were out of service.   
 Jay Roberts-Eveland expressed her gratefulness that the township is taking the ordinance 
enforcement seriously.  She also expressed that she believes the township should continue to hold PCI 
accountable for the enforcements they have been commissioned to do.   

Adjourn: 
Supervisor Travis made a motion to adjourn, Treasurer Jones supports, all in favor, motion carried.     
Meeting adjourned -   9:15 P.M.  
 
 

_____________________________________          Kelli Morris—Watson Township Clerk	


