
		 	

 
      Watson Township Board Meeting 

November 1, 2018 
 

Called to order: 7:00 P.M. 
Present: 

Kevin Travis, Sue Jones, Chuck Andrysiak, Michelle Harris, and Kelli Morris 
Agenda: 

 Treasurer Jones made a motion to adopt the agenda, Trustee Andrysiak supported, all in favor, motion 
carried.   
Minutes: 

Trustee Harris made a motion to approve the minutes with corrections for October 4, 2018; Treasurer 
Jones supported, all in favor, motion carried.    
Bills 
 Trustee Harris made a motion to pay the bills for October in the amount of $14,608.32, Trustee 
Andrysiak supported, all in favor, motion carried.   
 
Treasure’s Report 

Treasurer Jones gave the Treasure’s Report 
Public Comment: 
 Cathy Pardee –Mentions that the meeting room looks nice. 
 Ken Pardee- Noticed that the entry door is not sticking. 
 Bill Holden- Has some questions on the status of the “Big Lake” drainage.  Supervisor Travis explained 
that the township has passed a resolution proposed by the Allegan County Drain Commission and now further 
actions will be that of the Allegan County Drain Commission.  Bill is curious if he should now contact the 
county drain commission from this point on, and the board believes it would be best to go directly to the county 
with concerns.     
Reports: 
 

A.  Planning Commission Report: 
 Trustee Andrysiak reported that they discussed and worked on a “special use” application from Schnable 
Lake Campground for an additional 20 sites including drain field, and septic system that will be completed with 
this expansion.  The only opposition was concern over to what degree is enough growth.  The owners indicated 
that this would be the last growth.  The commission members also had a public hearing on the sign ordinance.  
The planning commission would also like begin having meeting once a month again, and in the event that there 
is nothing on the agenda to discuss have the option to cancel that meeting.  Lastly, Don Bailey is resigning from 
the planning commission.  Therefore, the board needs to begin searching for a replacement member.  The 
supervisor will post the position on the web and accept resumes, and will discuss any resumes submitted and 
choose a new member.      

B. Hopkins Area Fire: 
The Supervisor read the report of Fire Chief Tim McKinnon in its entirety.  This report will also follow 
these minutes as an attachment.  Cathy Pardee mentioned what a fabulous job the Hopkins Fire 
Department did in maintaining order and helping to keep everyone safe trick or treating on Halloween.  
The supervisor also reported that the biggest item on the agenda at the fireboard meeting was the new 
firetruck. 

C. Cemetery Sexton:    
Sexton Simpson reported that he pours all foundation to the specs of the monument company.  He also 
reported there was a down tree at Miner and fortunately it only damaged a couple headstones.  He 
believes it would be a good idea to check the health of the remaining trees in that cemetery.  The board 
will add that to a future agenda.      



		 	

D. Library Reports:  
None.   

E. County Commissioners- Gale Dugan:  
Mr. Dugan reported that the Commissioners held their annual meeting on October 11th.  Changes 

included Priority Heath for medical insurance programs and a 1.5% increase in salary for elected and appointed 
officials.  In home health care has been split into two providers.  Radio testing on the “911” radios was done 
and reported on.    They accepted tax levies for 2018. The commissioners received a report from the finance 
director.  Mr. Dugan answers a question on the protocols that are being used for contaminated wells, explaining 
if there is a concern from a homeowner; the health department should be contacted.  Also because of possible 
contamination in testing, they have started testing at two separate labs to determine they have qualified testing.  
The Supervisor asks any of the Brownfield area out near the “old dump” property have private wells that may 
have been tested.  Mr. Dugan explains that he is not aware of any, adding that anyone concerned in that area, 
should contact the health department.  He advised that it is approximately $1,600.00 to perform each water 
quality test.   

Supervisor Travis made a motion to add the subject of a letter to the health department regarding the 
water quality concerns for the area around the “old dump site” as (D- under new business), Trustee Harris 
supported, all in favor, motion carried.   

Mr. Dugan also adds that Tuesday is Election Day, and urges folks to do their research on the candidates 
and get out and vote.    

F. Supervisor’s Report: 
 Supervisor Travis reported that he attended a transparency in asset management class.  PCI provided the 
township with a report with the activities for last month.  Also there has been a compliance order for a parcel in 
regards to blight on a property.  In order to expedite clean-up of this property the supervisor has commissioned 
PCI to contract a clean-up company.  .   

  
Old Business: 

A.  Capital Improvement Plan- 
1.  Roads/Culverts- The board discusses the possibility of a road closure on 21st street in the event there 

is failure of the culvert on that street.  Treasurer Jones made a motion to replace the culvert at a cost 
of approximately $175,000.00 on 21st Street, Kelli supported, all in favor, motion carried.   

New Business: 
A.  Snow Plow Bids: 

Supervisor Travis read one bid received for snow removal from ATS Enterprises for $2,600.00 for the 
season.  Treasurer Jones made a motion to contract with ATS Enterprises for a season rate of $2,600.00 
for snow removal in the 2018-2019 season, Trustee Harris supports, all in favor, motion carried.   

B. Sign Ordinance: 
Treasurer Jones made a motion to table the subject until everyone has a copy of the ordinance, Trustee 
Harris supported, all in favor, motion carried.   

C. Firetruck: 
The new firetruck looks great and the invoice has been paid.  

D. Letter to Health Dept.: 
The board discusses drafting a letter to the health department in reference to the water quality for areas 
near the “old dump” in Watson/Martin Twp.  With recent water quality concerns in other areas due to 
ground contamination, the township would like to be proactive in ensuring that residents are made aware 
that such activities once occurred in that area.  Mr. Dugan believes that the township is in a position of 
protection and prevention to work in conjunction with the health department concerning the water 
quality in this area.  The board in no way is trying to raise alarm of contamination in the area, but more 
simply find the best way to notify residents of past activities and provide to prevention measures if 
necessary.  Supervisor Travis made a motion to allow himself to work in conjunction with the health 



		 	

department to find the best way (via establish a letter to notify residents of past activates in and around 
the area of the “old dump”), Trustee Harris supported, all in favor, motion carried.   
Adjourn: 
Supervisor Travis made a motion to adjourn, Treasurer Jones supports, all in favor, motion carried.     
Meeting adjourned -   8:07 P.M.  
 
 

_____________________________________          Kelli Morris—Watson Township Clerk	


