
		 	

 
      Watson Township Board Meeting 

May 3, 2018 
 

Called to order: 7:03 P.M. 
Present: 

Kevin Travis, Sue Jones, Chuck Andrysiak, Michelle Harris, and Kelli Morris 
Agenda: 

 Trustee Andrysiak made a motion to adopt the agenda, Treasurer Jones supported, all in 
favor, motion carried.   

 
Minutes: 

Trustee Harris made a motion to approve the minutes for April 5, 2018; Treasurer Jones 
supported, all in favor, motion carried.    
 
Reports: 
 
Mike Villar: 
 Mr. Villar is running for Allegan County Prosecuting Attorney.  He is a Republican who 
has been in Allegan since 1991.  He has spent a great deal of his life involved in sports (first as a 
player himself) and more currently with his children and others.  He has also been on the Allegan 
Fair Board for the past 10 years.  He asked for the support of Watson voters in the upcoming 
Primary Election.  
Judge Baillargeon: 
 Judge Baillargeon presented the board and audience members with the Annual report for 
the 57th District Court.  He commented on the outstanding job of the court clerks and mentioned 
that Allegan is always up in the high percentiles of ratings with reports being very timely and 
accurate.  He also gave a current report on the county’s “Drug Treatment Program” in which he 
oversees.  As well as reports on the Sobriety Court, and Veterans Treatment Court.  The board 
appreciated Judge Baillargeon attending the meeting and sharing the information of the 57th 
District Court.   
Planning Commission Report: 
 Trustee Andrysiak reported that the planning commission had finalized the “sign” 
ordinance and would hold a public hearing for this ordinance in July.  They also discussed the 
minimum width requirements for mobile homes.  The board also discussed this subject at some 
length.   
ZBA: 
 No Meeting.    
Hopkins Area Fire: 
 The supervisor presented and read aloud an emailed report from the Hopkins Area Fire 
Department.  This report is also available online.   
Cemetery Sexton:     

Sexton Mark Simpson reported that he had installed 3 foundations.  There had also 
already been one cremation burial and would be more this month.  Mr. Simpson also let the 
board know he would be placing the flags at the cemeteries this weekend.   

 



		 	

Library Reports:  
Library newsletters are available online.  There is also a link on the Watson Township 

Website for the libraries.   
County Commissioners- Gale Dugan:  

Gale Dugan shared a flyer with the board about the annual “Boomer Bash” (formerly 
known as the Senior Fest); it will be held on Thursday June 7th from 8am-1:30pm.  He let the 
board know that there had been a few retirements in the county including a deputy and a member 
of the MSU extension office.  He reported that the ballot for August would include the 911 
central dispatch, senior, and road millages for the county.  He reported that the governor had 
declared a state of emergency for Allegan County because of all of the water damage.  The 
County Commissioners is also going to discuss the relationship between the Gun Lake Tribal and 
the county in relation to taking non-gaming land into trust, and how this may affect the tax rolls.   
Supervisor’s Report: 
 Supervisor Travis mentioned that he would raise his discussion in new business items.   
 
Bills 
 Trustee Harris made a motion to pay the bills for April in the amount of $10,991.05, 
Treasurer Jones supported, all in favor, motion carried.   
Treasure’s Report 
 Treasurer Jones gave the Treasure’s Report. 
Old Business: 

A.  Oppenhiemer Fund- 
Supervisor Travis spoke with an account manager representative from Oppenhiemer and 
reiterated the fact that the investing is very limited.  Mr. Angle gave the board 
information that described the fund rules.  Mr. Angle also suggested lowering the Dust 
Control Millage.  Sue made a motion to draft a letter to the Oppenhiemer manager to re-
invest Watson funds into the highest investment rate possible, Trustee Harris supported, 
all in favor, motion carried.   
 

New Business: 
A. RX Drop off Flyer- 

The board discussed the request to put a flyer for RX Drop off sites in with the next tax 
bill.  The board is in agreement to add the information to the township website however 
the board declines the offer to add the physical flyer to the tax bill mailing.   

B. Angle and Associates Contract- 
Supervisor Travis read the contract for audit from Angle and Associates for 2017-2018 in 
its entirety for a quote of $1,700.00 - $1,900.00.  Treasure Jones made a motion to accept 
the contract from Angle and Associates for 2017-2018 for $1,700.00- $1,900.00; Trustee 
Harris supported, all in favor, motion carried.   

C. Grave Site on 123rd Ave East of 15th St.- 
The board discussed a grave that had been discovered on 123rd Ave., just off the roadway.  
Cathy Pardee explained that her great aunt had told her the story of a family who at that 
time were on their way to Hicks Cemetery to bury their young daughter who had passed 
away.  On the commute to the cemetery a “spring blizzard” hit making the clay hills of 
Watson Township impassible by horse and buggy.  The family was forced to stop and 
bury the little girl just off the road side after they could make it no further.  The board 



		 	

discussed the possibility of putting up a small fence around the marker to honor the little 
girl.  The board members are in favor of this idea if after contacting the land owner they 
are also in favor of such an idea.  The supervisor will contact the land owner to see if they 
would allow a memorial area to honor the memory of this young child.   

D. Township Goals-      
The board discussed the fact that the “master plan” does have about 11 goals listed.  The 
board will work on developing goals and creating objectives for the township.  Trustee 
Harris would like a goal to be keeping the township rural in character including function 
and appearance.  Clerk Morris mentioned that she is in agreeance with the rural character 
goal, and would also like to see the maintenance of said character (gravel roads, etc.)Be a 
priority.  Trustee Andrysiak would like to see some items replaced at the cemeteries, 
possibly replacing water sources to maintain gravesites.  Supervisor Travis would like to 
see more fiscal and financial transparency.  Ken Pardee mentions that because he is 
“hearing” that the board would like to maintain rural character, he would appreciate it if 
the board would look over the current cluster housing ordinance again.    

E. Capital Improvement Plan- 
The board discussed adding a fence at the Miner Cemetery.  Supervisor Travis made a 
motion to install fence at Miner Cemetery for $8,000.00; Treasurer Jones supports, all in 
favor, motion carried.  The board also discusses some upgrades to the township hall 
including new carpet, tables, and blinds.  Trustee Andrysiak would like to see more 
evidence to support of current revenue gaining trend.   

F. Township Flag- 
Trustee Harris got a quote for two flags (4 X 6) for $392.50; however she will need to 
confirm the materials of which the flags are made.   

G. Poverty Policy and Guidelines- 
Trustee Harris made a motion to adopt resolution #05032018-1 “2018 Poverty Exemption 
Policy and Guidelines”; Clerk Morris supported- Roll Call Vote:  Harris-yes; Jones-yes; 
Andrysiak-yes; Morris-yes; and Travis-yes.  The supervisor declared the resolution 
passed by a vote of 5-yes; and 0-no votes.   

H. Master Plan Hard Copies- 
The board discussed getting at least five more copies of the Master Plan.   

Public Comment: 
 Ken Pardee asked Mr. Dugan about the training of the Health Department employees to 
inspect the gravel pits, and how old the law is that governs this.  Mr. Dugan answers Ken telling 
him that it is still governed by Act. 41 (from 1950’s).   
Adjourn: 

Trustee Harris made a motion to adjourn, Treasurer Jones supports, all in favor, motion 
carried.     

Meeting adjourned -   9:27 P.M.  
 
 

_____________________________________          Kelli Morris—Watson Township Clerk	


