
		 	

 
      Watson Township Board Meeting 

March 1, 2018 
 

Called to order: 7:05 P.M. 
Present: 

Kevin Travis, Sue Jones, Chuck Andrysiak, Michelle Harris, and Kelli Morris 
Agenda: 

 Trustee Harris made a motion to approve the agenda, Treasurer Jones supported, all in 
favor, motion carried.   
Minutes: 

Treasurer Jones made a motion to approve the minutes for February 1, 2018; Trustee 
Harris supported, all in favor, motion carried.    
Reports: 
 

A. Planning Commission: 
Trustee Andrysiak reported they discussed the “Contractor’s Yard” on 12th Street, which 
included hearing ideas from the applicant.  However they ultimately tabled the discussion 
as it was unclear if all the adjacent properties had been notified to include properties in 
Martin Township.  They also elected officers as follows: Troy Baker- Chairperson; 
Beverly McKinnon- Vice Chairperson; and Bruce Bos- Secretary.  They discussed the 
upcoming budget needs with everything being fairly normal with the exception of more 
funds being needed if the planning commission is to pursue the Medical Marihuana 
Ordinance 

B. Fire Chief: 
Supervisor Travis read the report of Fire Chief Tim McKinnon for the benefit of the 
township board and audience members.   

C.  Sexton: 
Mark Simpson reported that he hopes to be able to begin with footings by the end of this 
month and that he would need 125 flags and at least 12 new flag holders for the 
upcoming Memorial day.         

D. Libraries: 
None. 

E. Supervisor: 
Supervisor Travis reported that he attended a Road Commission Meeting where 

there was discussion about creating a “Bike Path” through the county.  This would 
include making the roads more accessible for bikers.  Supervisor Travis added that he 
mentioned the idea of “gravel road racing” and discussed the signage for the race would 
not be allowed under the current sign policy.  This topic will be discussed further at the 
next meeting.   

Bills 
 Trustee Harris made a motion to pay the bills in the amount of $10,844.55, Treasurer 
Jones supported, all in favor, motion carried.   
 
Treasure’s Report 
 Treasurer Jones gave the Treasure’s Report. 



		 	

Old Business: 
A. Logo Contest- 

Supervisor Travis mentioned the idea and purpose he had in mind when creating this 
contest with the focus on gaining a “sense of pride” for the township in which we all 
live.  The township will ultimately use the logo on letterhead, the website, a flag, and 
any other township business where it is appropriate.  The board spent a few minutes 
viewing the applicant’s submissions which included 30 applicants in all.  Ultimately, 
the board chose two logos to represent the township, with one being the overall 
winner and the other being a logo used to place on a flag to fly at the township.  The 
overall logo chosen by the township was submitted by Andrew Bilckle (and 9th grade 
student at Otsego High School).  Andrew will receive $385.00 for his efforts and his 
winning entry.  The flag logo winner was Caylie Riess of Allegan Schools and she 
will receive a $100 for her winning entry.   This contest was very well received with 
the prize money being contributed by many including:  Gale Dugan, Chuck 
Andrysiak, Kevin Travis, Sue Jones, Michelle Harris, Kelli Morris, Patti Davisson, 
Jay and Jack Eveland, John Andrysiak, Shawn Gary, and Bill Traywick.   

F. County Commissioner: 
Gale Dugan first reported that he was proud to see all the entrants for the logo contest and 
he was glad he assisted in the contest with the initial prize contribution.  It delights him to 
see such participation.  He also reported that the commissioners discussed the indigent 
budget and because of with cost of the court and economics of the administration they 
increased the rate to $15,000.00 for each county.  The approved capital improvements 
plan and extended the wellness contract.  Additionally, they passed a plan that decreased 
the distance of a well to 50 ft.  Mr. Dugan was the sole vote against this plan because of 
all the meds being put down them now.  The commissioners increased the Jury duty 
compensation and appointed members to the jury board.  Lastly, Mr. Dugan mentioned 
that he plans to run again for County Commission, and if anyone is interested in signing 
his petition he would appreciate it.    
B. Lawn Care Bids- 

The board received two bids for lawn care for the 2018 season.  The bids were 
submitted from MnS Lawn Care for a total bid of $9,700.00 and Lawn Factor LLC 
for a total bid of $9,620.00.  Clerk Morris made a motion to contract with MnS Lawn 
Care for the season total rate of $9,700.00 for the 2018 lawn care at the township hall, 
Miner Cemetery and Hicks Cemetery, Supervisor Travis supported, all in favor, 
motion carried.   

New Business: 
A. Budget Workshop Meeting Date- 

The board will have a “budget workshop” on March 26th at 6 P.M.   Supervisor Travis 
also mentioned that the board could look at some policies for Board of Review including 
a Poverty Policy.   

B. Motion to amend agenda- 
Trustee Harris made a motion to amend the agenda and discuss redirection of the 
planning commission concerning medical marihuana, supervisor Travis supported, all in 
favor, motion carried.   

C. Planning Commission Redirection - 



		 	

The board discussed redirection to the planning commission concerning the original 
direction to develop a Medical Marihuana ordinance.  Trustee Harris made a motion to 
retract the board direction to the planning commission concerning the development of a 
medical marihuana ordinance, Treasurer Jones supported, all in favor, motion carried.      

Public Comment: 
 Sue Zeinstra thanked the board for the decision on the medical marihuana ordinance.   

Mark Simpson believes it will be nice not to sit through meetings listening to discussion 
involving medical marihuana.   

Bob Sikkema expressed his gratitude and wanted to remind the board even after the 
November election to use careful thought when considering such an ordinance.   

Curt Fontaine thanked the board for the decision to redirect the planning commission.  He 
also mentioned that in Kalamazoo the board is developing an ordinance however (with all the 
restrictions they are implementing) there are only a couple places where is would be allowed.   

Trustee Harris reported that she has looked at the townships ordinance and cannot find 
any information with regard to number of animals allowed per acre.  The board discussed that 
may be because the USDA regulations are what farmers must follow with regard to farm 
animals.   
Adjourn: 

Treasurer Jones makes a motion to adjourn, Trustee Harris supports, all in favor, motion 
carried.     

Meeting adjourned -   8:20 P.M.  
 
 

_____________________________________          Kelli Morris—Watson Township Clerk	


