
		 	

 
      Watson Township Board Meeting 

June 7, 2018 
 

Called to order: 7:05 P.M. 
Present: 

Kevin Travis, Sue Jones, Chuck Andrysiak, Michelle Harris, and Kelli Morris 
Agenda: 

 Treasurer Jones made a motion to adopt the agenda as amended, Trustee Harris supported, all in favor, 
motion carried.   

 
Minutes: 

Treasurer Jones made a motion to approve the minutes for May 3, 2018; Trustee Harris supported, all in 
favor, motion carried.    
 
Public Comment: 
 
Rhonda Nowakowski (1926 Pleasant view Ave.)-  Commented that Big Lake is flooding and mentions there 
could be many contributing factors to this situation including the new building that has been occurring on the 
lake, she is not clear where the lake drains, or could it be that there has just been that much more rain? 
 
Cal Gallagher (1525 Timber Ridge Bay Dr.) - Comments that he believes water should be going to Bear 
Creek Drain from Big Lake.  He also believes the Drain Commission should be able to identify the drain in 
which Big Lake is connected.   
 
Gary (and Tammy) White (1928 Pleasant View Ave.)-  Commented that we should consider future building 
potential and new development.  He also believes that if a private road is used long enough, it becomes public 
domain.   
 
Fran Bradshaw (1414 Hillcrest) - Comments that the flooding of the road should be taken care of.   
 
Tom Cardiff (1494 Big Lake Dr.)-  Comments that he has neighbors completely surrounded by water.  He also 
expressed concern for septic systems and water quality.   
 
Sherry Town (1419 Hillcrest) - Comments that water is filling her basement through the walls. 
 
Allen Gillespie (1916 Pleasant View Ave.)-  Comments that it is his understanding that when the road was put 
in on Timber Ridge Bay Dr. it covered a drain and the DEQ required they put the drain back in leading to the 
lake.  He explains, he doesn’t believe anyone is solely to blame for this situation.  He believes that creating a 
drain may be the solution, but mainly thinks there has been more and more rain water recently.  He comments 
that his main concern is the safety of the properties (fire, ambulance) access, with the roads being under water.  
He also expresses that he does not think the wake speed or time should be changed.  
 
Cal Gallagher (1525 Timber Ridge Bay Dr.)-  Mr. Gallagher clarified the DEQ’s involvement with the road 
project on Timber Ridge Bay Dr.   
 
Tammy White (1928 Pleasant View Ave.)-  Comments that she believes the run off from the “new” 
construction on the opposite side of the lake is to blame for the rise in the water levels. 
 



		 	

Linda Wheatley (1904 Pleasant View Ave.)-  Comments this is the highest the water has ever been and her 
shed is under the water eleven inches.  She comments the water level has been increasing for some time. 
 
Michael Starkey (1438 Hillcrest Dr.)-  Comments that he and some members of the Big Lake area were sitting 
here many years ago with the same issue and nothing was done.   
Trustee Andrysiak mentions he recalls a number of years ago there was some building going on near the area of 
the flooding.   
Supervisor Travis explains that the township was made aware of this situation after there was some money 
raised by residents in the area to raise the road to make travel safer.  However, the gentleman providing the 
work to the road would only perform the work if every resident was in agreement and “on board” with the 
project, and there was one resident who did not want to have the road work done.   
  
Ann Mankey (1463 Timber Ridge Bay Dr.)-  Comments that if the township cannot be involved directly, then 
she is asking that the township doing whatever possible to lower the lake levels.   
 
Alan Gilleski (1916 Pleasant View Ave.)-  Comments that if there is a new drain created it will affect 
everyone.   
Supervisor Travis explains the process of establishing a new drain district, indicating it would involve many 
meetings and hearings and eventually be around a three year project to complete.   
 
Tammy White (1928 Pleasant View Ave.)-  Comments that three years is too long.   
 
Chris Barack (1886 Pleasant View Ave.)-  Comments that he is concerned that the septic systems are at the 
point of purging, and it is a safety concern at this point. 
 
Cindy      (1932 Pleasant View Ave.)-  Comments that she paid to fill the lot she is on and now they want to 
raise the road and that will drain the water right into her yard.   
 
Jay Roberts-Eveland (1434 Hillcrest Dr.)-  Comments that she would like to know if the County Engineers 
that approved the building of the “Timber Ridge Bay Dr.” road have any responsibility to fix or be held 
accountable for this situation.  
 
Ken Pardee (1814 Schanz Rd.)-  Commented that when that road was built the township was very vocal about 
not having any input its construction and the county planning commission promised to never use the process 
that had been used in the building of that road again.   
 
Allen Gilleski (1916 Pleasant View Ave.)-  Commented that he did contact Steve’s Excavating and he was 
willing to do whatever needed to be done as long as every resident was “on board” with the project.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT was closed. 
 
Reports: 
 

A.  Planning Commission Report: 
 Trustee Andrysiak reported that the planning commission had finalized the “sign” ordinance and would 
hold a public hearing for this ordinance in July.  They also discussed the minimum width requirements for 
mobile homes.  The board also discussed this subject at some length.   
    

B. Hopkins Area Fire: 



		 	

 The supervisor presented and read aloud an emailed report from the Hopkins Area Fire Department.  
This report is also available online.   

C. Cemetery Sexton:     
Sexton Mark Simpson reported that has been three cremation burials this month, with two being at 

Miner Cemetery and one at Hicks Cemetery.  He has also installed one foundation.  Lastly, all the flags have 
been placed in honor of and to mark Veteran graves.  He asked that if anyone knew or found any Veteran graves 
that did not have a flag to please let him know so he could get them marked.   

D. Library Reports:  
Library newsletters are available online.  There is also a link on the Watson Township Website for the 

libraries.   
E. County Commissioners- Gale Dugan:  

None.     
F. Supervisor’s Report: 

 Supervisor Travis reported that he had spoken with the Dozema’s regarding the grave marker that is on 
the family’s property.  He was told a bit of different story however- the Dozema’s told the supervisor of a man 
“Sylvester Tinker”, and not a young girl.   The Dozema’s told the supervisor about the story of a man and his 
family who were originally from Ohio that moved to the Watson area, living in a log cabin.  They explained that 
the gentleman had passed away in the winter and it was not possible to transport him to the cemetery.  They did 
mention that he did have a daughter that is buried in the Hicks Cemetery.  Supervisor Travis is currently 
working with the owner of the property to find a solution for this grave.   
He also reported that Consumer’s Energy is still working on the new account contract for the new light on 20th 
St. at 122nd Ave.   
 
Bills 
 Trustee Andrysiak made a motion to pay the bills for May in the amount of $11,982.43, Trustee Harris 
supported, all in favor, motion carried.   
Treasure’s Report 
 Treasurer Jones gave the Treasure’s Report. 
Old Business: 

A.  Board Goals- 
Supervisor Travis makes a motion to table this topic, Trustee Harris supports, all in favor, motion 
carried.   

B. Guard Rail on 16th St.- 
The supervisor read a resolution to ask the county to obtain quotes for installing guard rail in hilled areas 
of 16th St. between 118th Ave and 120th Ave.  Treasure Jones made a motion to pass Resolution 
#06072018-1 to ask the county to do a cost estimate for Guard Rail on the hills of 16th St. between 120th 
Ave and 118th Ave.; Trustee Harris supported, roll call vote:  Andrysiak-yes; Jones-yes; Morris-yes; 
Harris-yes; and Travis-yes.  The supervisor declared the resolution passed by a vote of 5 yes and 0 no 
votes.   

C. Capital Improvement Plan- 
Trustee Harris made a motion to table the subject of Capital Improvements, Treasurer Jones supported, 
all in favor, motion carried.     
 

New Business: 
 

Trustee Andrysiak made a motion to move New Business items K and L to the beginning of the agenda, 
Treasurer Jones supported, all in favor, motion carried.  
 

K. Discussion/Resolution to create a Drainage District for Big Lake- 



		 	

The supervisor read the drainage district code and explained there would be two options for residents.  
The first option would be for at least ten people of whom at least 5 would need to be directly affected 
sign a petition asking for a new drain district.  The second option would be for the governing body be it 
health department, or the city or township take action to ask the Drain Commission to develop a new 
drain district.  The supervisor also explained that currently Big Lake drains hydrologically into 
Shagnasty Lake, and then into Bear Creek Drain.   
The township board discusses creating a resolution to ask the Drain Commission to create new drain for 
Big Lake, and state where the proposed drainage flow would be.  After which, the county drain 
commission would engineer the project.  Trustee Harris also noted that County Commissioner Gale 
Dugan reported that last month the governor had declared Allegan County in a state of emergency 
because of all the rain.  The board developed resolution #06072018-2 the Development of a Drain 
District for Big Lake.  Supervisor Travis made a motion to pass resolution #063072018-2 to Develop a 
Drain District for Big Lake, Trustee Andrysiak supported; Roll Call Vote:  Andrysiak-yes; Jones-yes; 
Harris-yes; Morris-yes; and Travis-yes; the supervisor declared the resolution passed by a vote of 5-yes 
and 0-no votes.   
 

L. Local Water Craft Ordinance- 
The township received a request from a gentleman that asked for the current wake times for Big Lake to 
be changed and extended as he does not feel they are conducive to his schedule and enjoyment of the 
lake.  The supervisor explains MCL 324.80110 and what the statute states in regard to the governing and 
changing of these types of ordinances.  In order to change such an ordinance the township would need to 
approach the DNR (Department of Natural Resources) and ask for the change.  After which the DNR 
would make a determination and they would provide the township with an ordinance that would need to 
be adopted by the township verbatim.  The township may not change the provided ordinance in any way.  
The township may only adopt or decline to adopt the ordinance provided by the DNR.  Supervisor 
Travis made a motion to table the discussion of this subject for now, Treasurer Jones supported, all in 
favor, motion carried.   
 

A. MTA Annual Dues- 
Trustee Andrysiak made a motion to pay the annual MTA dues in the amount of $1,241.95, Treasurer 
Jones supported, all in favor, motion carried.  
  

B. Consumer’s Energy- 
Treasurer Jones made a motion to renew the Street Light Contract with Consumer’s Energy Acct. # 
1000 0000 8098, Supervisor Travis supported, all in favor, motion carried.   
 

C. Contract Extension for Gravel Projects- 
Trustee Harris made a motion to extend the current gravel contract with R. Smith at the unit price from 
2016 of $10.71 per cubic yard for all 2018 projects; Trustee Andrysiak supported and passed by a vote 
of 4 yes votes (Andrysiak, Harris, Morris, and Travis-); 0-no votes and Jones abstaining from the vote.  
Motion Carried.   

D. Re-Affirmation of Hopkins fire Dept. Resolution 17-01- 
Supervisor Travis read the resolution that the Hopkins Area Fire Board passed with regard to land that is 
taken into trust by the federal government and subsequently removed from the tax roll.  The board 
discussed the possibilities and possible solutions.  Currently each entity is allowed to negotiate with the 
tribe directly for services for fire coverage.  The Hopkins Fire Chief Mr. Tim McKinnon attended and 
provided the township with a letter indicating his request for the board’s support of the current 
Resolution 17-01 to allow each entity to negotiate directly with the tribe for land that has been taken into 
trust.  Supervisor Travis made a motion to pass Watson Township Resolution #06072018-3 in Support 
of Hopkins Fire Board Resolution 17-01; Trustee Harris supported; Roll Call Vote:  Supervisor Travis-



		 	

yes; Clerk Morris-yes; Treasurer Jones-no; Trustee Harris-yes; and Trustee Andrysiak-yes.  The 
supervisor declared the resolution passed by a vote of 4-yes and 1-no vote.   
 

E. Phone/Internet Plan AT&T(3 year plan)- 
Treasure Jones explained the new plan that was offered and the savings and consistency of this plan.  
Trustee Harris made a motion to sign up with AT&T and take advantage of this plan of $80 for phone 
service and $20 data service (including a free tablet and 1 gig of internet) per month, Treasurer Jones 
supported, all in favor, motion carried.   
 

F. Road Millage- 
Supervisor Travis made a motion to adopt Resolution #06072018-4 Road Millage Ballot Language for 
the August Election, Treasure Jones supported, Roll Call vote: Andrysiak-yes; Morris-yes; Jones-yes; 
Harris-yes; and Travis-yes; the supervisor declared the resolution passed by a vote of 5-yes and 0-no 
votes.   

G. Insurance Policy- 
This subject will be addressed at next month’s meeting. 

H. Hopkins Propane- 
Treasure Jones made a motion to pre-buy 2000 gallons of propane from Hopkins Propane at $1.599 per 
gallon for a total cost of $3,198.00; Trustee Harris supported, all in favor, motion carried.   

I. Failure to file Transfer Affidavit for Property- 
Supervisor Travis made a motion to adopt Resolution #2018/19 #06072018-5 to Waive Penalty Fees and 
interest for failure to file a property transfer affidavit; Treasurer Jones supports; Roll Call Vote:  
Andrysiak-yes; Jones-yes; Harris-yes; Morris-yes; and Travis-yes.  The supervisor declared the 
resolution passed by a vote of 5-yes and 0-no votes. 

J. Extension of Metro Act Permit for AT&T- 
Treasurer Jones made a motion to approve the permit for the extension of the Metro Act Right of Way, 
supervisor Travis supported, all in favor, motion carried.   
 

Adjourn: 
Supervisor Travis made a motion to adjourn, Treasurer Jones supports, all in favor, motion carried.     
Meeting adjourned -   9:50 P.M.  
 
 

_____________________________________          Kelli Morris—Watson Township Clerk	


