
		 	

 
      Watson Township Board Meeting 

July 5, 2018 
 

Called to order: 7:05 P.M. 
Present: 

Kevin Travis, Sue Jones, Chuck Andrysiak, Michelle Harris, and Kelli Morris 
Agenda: 

 Treasurer Jones made a motion to adopt the agenda as amended, Trustee Harris supported, all in favor, 
motion carried.   

 
Minutes: 

Trustee Harris  made a motion to approve the minutes for June 7th and June 18th 2018; Treasurer Jones 
supported, all in favor, motion carried.    
Don Wickstra: 
 Mr. Wickstra, is a candidate for running for State Senator in the 26th District.  He shared some 
information about himself and let everyone know that above everything he is an advocate for getting things 
done and following thru with issues and agendas.  His main point of interest is a more meaningful legislation.   
 
Public Comment: 
 
Larry Town (1418 Hillcrest) - Commented that he does not believe local control is enough in regards to the 
Big Lake Drain issue. 
Ken Pardee (Schanz Dr.)-  Commented that minutes need to be changed as it was the road commission and not 
the planning commission that promised to handle any new road construction differently next time.   
Larry Town (1418 Hillcrest)-  Questions who was responsible for the neglected drain- Treasurer Jones 
explains that there is no actual drain for Big Lake at this time and township officials cannot address an issue if 
they are not made aware.   
Ken Pardee (Schanz Dr.)-  Mentions that in his recollection there was a gentleman that came to the board 
about 10 years ago, but believes that it was related to the ZBA and a building issue on the lake.   
PUBLIC COMMENT was closed. 
 
Reports: 
 

A.  Planning Commission Report: 
 Trustee Andrysiak reported that the planning commission is making a few changes and finalizing the 
“sign” ordinance.  They are also planning to table the single wide ordinance issue.  He mentioned that the 
contractor’s yard is still pending, with the need for a fence to proceed.  He mentioned a seminar on July 18th 
held by the MTA at Western Michigan University, where one of the topics will be “event barns” and he would 
like to attend.   
There was also a question about a non-compliant trailer at Big Lake- Supervisor Travis explained that a letter 
had been sent asking the owner to mitigate the situation in the middle of June and the owner has 45 days to 
answer the letter.   
    

B. Hopkins Area Fire: 
 The supervisor presented and read aloud an emailed report from the Hopkins Area Fire Department.  
This report is also available online.   
 
 
 



		 	

C. Cemetery Sexton:     
Sexton Mark Simpson reported that the new fence at Miner has been installed and looks very nice. 

Treasure Jones mentions that there are some branches that need to be trimmed.  Mark lets her know he will go 
though and prune any that are becoming an issue.     

D. Library Reports:  
Library newsletters are available online.  There is also a link on the Watson Township Website for the 

libraries.   
E. County Commissioners- Gale Dugan:  

Mr. Dugan gave a report on current news at the county including a presentation by the Gun Lake Tribe 
on non-gaming vs. gaming lands.  He mentions that the Secretary of State will be temporarily moving for a 
remodel.  The 48th District Court gave reports to the county commissioners.  The millage rate for the coming tax 
year was set at 4.5778.  They put together a definitive definition of a household.  Rock Tenn had a meeting with 
all entities about the continuance to remove the building there.  Soil erosion permits were discussed for gravel 
pits. There are seven sanitary officers now that are processing permits within 14 days at the health department.  
The commissioners discussed a tractor purchase of which Mr. Dugan voted against as it was too “bare bones”.  
They began a committee to deal with the tax shortfall of non-gaming tribal lands.  The Trowbridge Dam is 
working on a three year plan for a removal of this dam.  Trustee Harris asks about the times and dates of the 
commissioners meetings.  Mr. Dugan explains where to find this information.  Trustee Harris also questions the 
tribal land and Mr. Dugan explains the process and difference between the two types of tribal lands.  Trustee 
Harris also asks Mr. Dugan if he is aware of the water problem at Big Lake.  Mr. Dugan assures her he will alert 
the county health department of the issues and health concerns.  Ken Pardee asks about the drain at School 
Section Lake.  Mr. Dugan explains that the drain is simply overwhelmed right now and he would do his best to 
get an answer from the county drain commission on the progress of that drain.   

F. Supervisor’s Report: 
 Supervisor Travis reported that he received two work orders from Consumers Energy, one for removing 
the current overhead lights at 20th/M-222 and at 20th/118th.  At this time the board will wait on that work order 
as this project was not budgeted this year.  The second project is to install an LED light at 122nd Ave. and 20th 
street.  
Treasurer Jones makes a motion to install an LED light at the intersection of 122nd Ave. and 20th St., Trustee 
Harris supported, all in favor, motion carried.   
There has also been a large amount of recyclables left on the ground at the township, and these messes were 
cleaned up and pictures were taken and sent to PCI for tickets to be issued.  Also, he has been dealing with a 
non-compliant home at Big Lake that is being rented, and also a trailer that is currently being cited for removal.   
Bill Holden mentions that a year ago he was told nothing could be done about a “junk pile”.  Supervisor Travis 
answers him and lets him know that there is an ordinance in place to deal with such issues.  The supervisor is 
also looking into the possibility of a “Township Constable”.  There is discussion on this topic.  The supervisor 
is not satisfied with the response time on some of these current issues as PCI is just stretched so thin at this 
time.   
 
Mary Whiteford- Mary Whiteford attended and gave a report of current subjects she is working on, which 
include funding education, board band internet, auto insurance reform, and mental health crisis.  She gave 
everyone a detailed report of each subject.  Supervisor Travis asked her to work on a rewrite of the current 
“drain code” to make it easier to understand and a more straight forward code.  Mark Simpson mentions that he 
would like to see more vocations in education. Ken Pardee mentions he just returned from up north and there is 
broadband available for $29 a month.  Representative Whiteford explains that is what she is currently working 
on.  Larry Town asked her about his issue with the flooding of his home.  She asked to get his name and let him 
know she would keep up with the progress on the drain at Big Lake.  Trustee Harris asked her about the “event 
barn” topic.  She explained that she would only vote yes on this subject if the townships did have some control 
in the permitting and placement of these barns.   
 



		 	

Bills 
 Treasurer Jones made a motion to pay the bills for June in the amount of $24,197.70, Supervisor Travis 
supported, all in favor, motion carried.   
Treasure’s Report 
 Treasurer Jones gave the Treasure’s Report. 
Old Business: 

A.  Big Lake Drain Resolution- 
There is some discussion on the subject.  Supervisor Travis and Clerk Morris wish to abstain from the 
vote on this resolution as it directly affects their property.  Trustee Harris makes a motion to adopt 
Resolution 07052018-1 to authorize an application for laying out and designating a new county drain 
drainage district and filing of a county drain petition for locating, establishing, constructing, operating, 
and maintaining a new county drain at Big Lake; Treasurer Jones supported this motion- Roll Call Vote:  
Harris-yes; Jones-yes; Andrysiak-yes; Travis- abstained; Morris-abstained.  The Supervisor declared the 
resolution passed by a vote of 3 yes and 2 abstained.     
 

New Business: 
 

A. Burnham and Flower- Township Insurance- 
Clerk Morris made a motion to renew the township insurance as presented in the amount of $4,506.00 
for the term of one year commencing beginning July 1, 2018; Trustee Harris supported, all in favor, 
motion carried.   

B. Hopkins Fireworks- 
Supervisor Travis made a motion to contribute $1,000.00 to the Hopkins Area Recreational Committee 
to help defer the costs of activies related to the 4th of July celebration in Hopkins, Treasure Jones 
supported, all in favor, motion carried.     
 

Adjourn: 
Treasurer Jones made a motion to adjourn, Trustee Harris supports, all in favor, motion carried.     
Meeting adjourned -   8:56 P.M.  
 
 

_____________________________________          Kelli Morris—Watson Township Clerk	


