
		 	

 
      Watson Township Board Meeting 

December 6, 2018 
 

Called to order: 7:00 P.M. 
Present: 

Kevin Travis, Sue Jones, Chuck Andrysiak, Michelle Harris, and Kelli Morris 
Agenda: 

 Trustee Andrysiak made a motion to adopt the agenda, Trustee Harris supported, all in favor, motion 
carried.   
Minutes: 

Treasurer Jones made a motion to approve the minutes from November 1, 2018; Trustee Harris 
supported, all in favor, motion carried.    
Bills 
 Trustee Harris made a motion to pay the bills for November in the amount of $52,874.22, Treasurer 
Jones supported, all in favor, motion carried.   
 
Treasure’s Report 

Treasurer Jones gave the Treasure’s Report 
Budget Amendments: 
 Treasurer Jones made a motion to table this until next month, Trustee Harris supported, all in favor, 
motion carried.   
Dan Frazier- Dirty Doughnut:   
 Mr. Frazier explained the concept of the Dirty Donut Bike Race.  He provided the board with detail of 
the race and its different categories.  He also gave each board member a very detailed description of the race 
and its components.  The bike race will begin at the Martin Speedway and go through Watson, Hopkins, and 
Monterey, with varying distances to compete in.  The race will take place Sunday June 9th 2019.   
Public Comment: 
 Bill Holden- Would like to know if he can get a copy of the permit issued by the DEQ for the project at 
Big Lake currently.  The supervisor asks him to stop by during his office hours and he will make a copy for 
him.   

Mark Krause 1948 118th Ave. - Mark explains that he is planning on doing the demolition on his home 
(at that residence-previously owned by the Blankenship’s) in the spring.  He plans on doing it in March of 2019.   
Reports: 

A.  Planning Commission Report: 
No Meeting.        

B. Hopkins Area Fire: 
The Supervisor read the report of Fire Chief Tim McKinnon in its entirety.  This report will also follow 
these minutes as an attachment.   

C. Cemetery Sexton:    
Sexton Simpson reported that he has removed all the flags after Veteran’s Day and disposed of them 
properly.        

D. Library Reports:  
None.   

E. County Commissioners- Gale Dugan:  
Mr. Dugan thanked everyone for their support in the recent election.  The commissioners received the 

Annual Clerk Report from County Clerk Genetski.  The commissioners will hold a public hearing for an 
ordinance banning lawn fertilizer.  He reported some vacancies on several boards including, real estate board, 
solid waste management, parks and advisory board.  The mentioned that the solid waste planning committee 



		 	

meeting looked at a site evaluation for recycling program.  There will be a tire recycling event on Dec. 8 at the 
health department at 9 A.M. (until the semi is full).      

F. Supervisor’s Report: 
 Supervisor Travis gave a brief update on some current issues that PCI has been dealing with, this 
included information that Mr. Smith had been hospitalized and this was the reason for his missing the recent 
public hearing for his gravel mine application.  He is going to be reapplying to the planning commission for a 
special use permit.     

  
Old Business: 

A.  Sign Ordinance- 
The board discussed passing the sign ordinance.  It was noted that the boards understanding of a “Roof” 

sign as it is included in the ordinance is any sign that is raised above the roofs surface.  Trustee Harris made a 
motion to pass ordinance # 2018-1 Signs (to be included in Chapter 16 of the current Township Zoning Book), 
Treasurer Jones supported; roll call vote:  Harris-yes; Andrysiak-yes; Jones-yes; Morris-yes; and Travis-yes.  
The supervisor declared sign ordinance #2018-1 passed.     
New Business: 

A.  Watson-Martin Dump- 
The board discussed the history of the old dump and the recurring violations.  The supervisor read a 
letter from March 28, 1980 from the DNR to Mr. Miller concerning these violations, including the 
townships failure to do any hydrological testing.  Angelique Joynes ( Allegan County Health Officer) 
attended and explained the process that needs to be done to properly close a landfill.  The supervisor 
explains that the DEQ actually suggest that the board do the testing on the dump site in lieu of testing 
individual resident wells.  Supervisor Travis also spoke with supervisor Glenn Leep of Martin about a 
possible cost share in the testing.  His response was that it may be possible if the costs were good from a 
budgeting stand point.  Supervisor Travis was given a cost estimate of around $6,000.00 to do a 
monitoring of a well.  Dustin Moore of Burnham and Flower also attended the meeting and explained 
the township does have pollutant clean up coverage; therefore our policy covers things such as spills 
from an accident for example.  However the coverage is only good when the occurrence is within the 
policy period.  The supervisor will get some quotes on monitoring a well at the dump site.  Treasurer 
Jones made a motion that the board ask the townships legal attorney (Baucham, Sparks,) to review all 
materials involving the issue of the Watson/Martin Dump and give the board a response with advice on 
how to proceed and any potential lawsuits, limiting the review and advice not to exceed $3,500.00; 
Supervisor Travis add to the motion to reach out to the three state approved companies for a quote on 
monitoring a well at the site, Trustee Harris supports, all in favor, motion carried.     

B. Marihuana Facilities Ordinance- 
Trustee Harris made a motion to adopt Ordinance #2018-2 “Prohibition of Marihuana Establishments 
Ordnance”, prohibiting Marihuana establishments in Watson Township, Supervisor Travis supported, 
roll call vote:  Jones-yes; Morris-yes; Harris-yes; Andrysiak-yes; and Travis-yes.  The supervisor 
declared the ordinance passed by a vote of 5-yes and 0-no votes.     

C. Amendment to Cemetery Ordinance- 
The board discussed a date to remove the flags on veteran’s graves at the township cemeteries.  
Supervisor Travis made a motion to amend the current Cemetery Ordinance to include that flags placed 
by the township on veterans grave markers are to be removed by the Sexton within 5 days following the 
observance of Veteran’s Day; additionally any flags damaged, tattered, or severely faded shall be 
replaced throughout the period between Memorial Day and Veteran’s Day as needed; Treasurer Jones 
supported- roll call vote:  Morris-yes; Harris-yes; Jones-yes; Andrysiak-yes; and Travis-yes.  The 
supervisor declared the motion to amend the Cemetery Ordinance passed by a vote of 5-yes and 0-no 
votes.    
 
 



		 	

D. Fill Vacancy on Planning Commission- 
The board discussed the process of interviewing the candidates that have applied for the vacant position 
on the planning commission to be with the supervisor and planning commission chair.  The supervisor 
will coordinate this and hold interviews for the candidates.  Two of the three applicants were in 
attendance and gave the board members a bit of information about themselves and their interest in the 
position.   

E. Re- Appointment of Board of Review Members- 
Supervisor Travis made a motion to re-appoint Rod Zeinstra, Helen Goyings and John Andrysiak to the 
Board of Review with Maria Holshoe as an alternate for a two year term ending January 1, 2021; 
Trustee Harris supported all in favor, motion carried.   

F. Re- Appointment of Construction Board of Appeals- 
Supervisor Travis made a motion to re-appoint members of the Construction Board of Appeals as 
follows: Scott Southwick (Electrical); Daniel Boniface (Mechanical); James Kelsey (Plumbing); and 
David VanLiere (Builder); for a three year term ending January 1, 2022; Treasurer Jones supported, all 
in favor, motion carried.   

G. Extension to demolish residence on parcel 23-021-004-00 (1948 118th Ave. Allegan, MI 49010)- 
Clerk Morris made a motion to extend the deadline to demolish the home at 1948 118th Avenue until 
March 31, 2019, Trustee Andrysiak supported, all in favor, motion carried.     
Adjourn: 
Supervisor Travis made a motion to adjourn, Treasurer Jones supports, all in favor, motion carried.     
Meeting adjourned -   9:01 P.M.  
 
 

_____________________________________          Kelli Morris—Watson Township Clerk	


