
		 	

 
      Watson Township Board Meeting 

April 5, 2018 
 

Called to order: 7:05 P.M. 
Present: 

Kevin Travis, Sue Jones, Chuck Andrysiak, Michelle Harris, and Kelli Morris 
Agenda: 

 Treasure Jones added a topic (treasurer’s concerns) under new business, and made a 
motion to adopt the agenda with the addition, Trustee Harris supported, all in favor, motion 
carried.   
Budget Public Hearing:  Supervisor Travis opened the Public Hearing and asked for public 
comment.  There was one question about fund balance of the General Fund Budget. Treasure 
Jones answered the budget includes $232,050.00 in revenue and expenditures equally.  
Supervisor Travis closed “Public Comment”.  Supervisor Travis presented Resolution # 
04052018-1 “2018-2019 Budgets for General Fund, Dust Control Fund, Road Fund, Building 
Department Fund, and Fire/EMS Special Assessment Fund.  Trustee Harris made a motion to 
adopt Resolution #04052018-1 “2018-2019 Budgets for General Fund, Dust Control Fund, Road 
Fund, Building Department Fund, and Fire/EMS Special Assessment Fund”, Trustee Andrysiak 
supported; Roll Call Vote:  Chuck Andrysiak-yes; Sue Jones-yes; Michelle Harris-yes; Kelli 
Morris-yes; and Kevin Travis-yes.  The supervisor declared the resolution passed by a vote of 5-
yes and 0-no votes.  Supervisor Travis made a motion to close the Budget Special Hearing, 
Trustee Harris supported, all in favor, motion carried.   

 
Minutes: 

Trustee Harris made a motion to approve the minutes for March 1, 2018; and March 26, 
2018; Treasurer Jones supported, all in favor, motion carried.    
 
Reports: 
 
Planning Commission Report: 
 Trustee Andrysiak reported that the planning commission had a public hearing on the 
“contractor’s yard” on 12th Street.  He included that they had discussion on several aspects of this 
yard including fencing for the area.  He also reported that they discussed temporary second 
dwelling on a parcel while building a new home     
ZBA: 
 No Meeting.    
Hopkins Area Fire: 
 The supervisor presented and read aloud an emailed report from the Hopkins Area Fire 
Department.           
Cemetery Sexton:     

Sexton Mark Simpson reported that there would be a funeral the following day.  He also 
inquired about a family plot in Hick Cemetery (Sec. 174 D); where there is family members 
buried however burial permits are missing.        
Library Reports:  

Library newsletters are available online.     



		 	

County Commissioners- Gale Dugan:  
Gale Dugan first mentioned that if anyone finds any issues when out traveling to please 

contact the road commission and they will log down problems and get them prioritized.  He 
reported that Robert Kengis has been appointed to the Circuit Judge Position.  Mr. Dugan 
mentioned a new “School Safety Seminar”, which is a program that will have officers/deputies 
go to schools and be a “presence” in their off time.  They will have an office area and use this 
time to do their paperwork and/or reports.  Mr. Dugan is estimating that there will be an increase 
in the millage the next few years at the county, which will affect some programs (e.g. visiting 
nurses, meals on wheels, etc.).  He explained there is a plan at West Side Park to move half of 
the structure to save it and keep it from being taken by the dunes.  Also, the county health 
department will train people to do gravel pit inspections.  He reported that the county had passed 
a “recycle surcharge” of $36.00 for the county.  The commissioners also passed a lakeshore 
advantage for economic development to help smaller or beginning businesses get a smooth start.  
The county is also making individual “recycling cards” available for residents of townships that 
have opted “out” of the county recycling program.  Lastly, he reported that they are discussing 
county easements that have been undeveloped and a process that would notify all adjoining 
property owners if one was ever going to be developed out of need.   

 
Supervisor’s Report: 
 Supervisor Travis reported that he had attended a county wide meeting that included 
discussion about “biking and a bike trail”, as well as a “sign ordinance” and “bike friendly” 
roads.  The supervisor is interested in forming a “Parks Committee”, creating a 5 year master 
plan and possibly applying for some DNR grants that may be available to develop a park and/or 
create bike routes.   
 
Bills 
 Trustee Harris made a motion to pay the bills for March in the amount of $29,190.75, 
Treasurer Jones supported, all in favor, motion carried.  Trustee Harris made a motion to pay the 
bills from April in the amount of $7,623.13, Treasure Jones supported, all in favor, motion 
carried.   
 
Treasure’s Report 
 Treasurer Jones gave the Treasure’s Report. 
Old Business: 

None.  
New Business: 

A. Martin Library Service Agreement 2018-2019- 
Supervisor Travis made a motion to enter into an agreement with J.C. Wheeler Library 
for library services in the amount of $1,000.00 from April 1, 2018 thru March 31, 2019; 
Treasurer Jones supported, all in favor, motion carried.     

B. Road Work Order- 
Supervisor Travis made a motion to approve work order for gravel on 123rd Ave. (3 
miles), 117th St. (1.6 mi.), and 14th St. (1.52 mi.), Trustee Harris support, all in favor, 
motion carried.   

C. Dust Control - 
The board approved a bid for dust control at the public hearing held on March 26, 2018.   



		 	

D.  Assessor Contract-      
Treasurer Jones made a motion to approve a contract with Kevin Kutscher for assessing 
services for a two year contract in the amount of $40,666.50, Trustee Harris supported, 
all in favor, motion carried.   

E. Guard Rails on 16th St. (between 118th and 120th)- 
Supervisor Travis read a written resolution from a concerned citizen.  This citizen had 
gone off the road at the bottom of the hill on 16th Street, between 118th Avenue and 120th 
Avenue.  In order for a guard rail to be installed the county would need a resolution from 
the township asking the county to collect data and get an estimate on the amount of road 
preparation and cost involved to place guardrails in this area.  The supervisor will draft a 
resolution to ask the county to get this information.   

F. Treasurer’s Concerns- 
Treasure Jones explains that we have quite a bit of money sitting in the townships general 
fund and suggests that the board think about things that this money could be used for to 
benefit the township.  Mr. Dugan (Allegan County Commissioner) suggests developing a 
“Capital Improvements Plan” to aid in identifying and prioritizing the items on the plan.   
Treasurer Jones also expressed the importance of all board members being made aware of 
bids and other information being loaded on the web when it is uploaded.   

Public Comment: 
 None.   
Adjourn: 

Supervisor Travis made a motion to adjourn, Trustee Harris supports, all in favor, motion 
carried.     

Meeting adjourned -   8:27 P.M.  
 
 

_____________________________________          Kelli Morris—Watson Township Clerk	


